Bridging the Community was held on Wednesday, January 11, 2012 at Head Start, CCIU Early Learning Center, 380 W. Cedar St., Kennett Square, PA at 7pm. Thirty-four devoted community members joined in the ‘bridging” process on a rainy evening.

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 14, 2012 at 7pm at Greenables, 
116 S. Union St., Kennett Square, PA 2012.  Phone:  267-603-3595 

Minutes of Bridging meetings may be accessed on the web site:  www.bridgingcommunity.com or a copy of the minutes at the Kennett Library. Bridging the Community meetings are held at different sites every time---to provide exposure to all segments of the community. 
Tom Hoehle (Email: tomhoehle@yahoo.com) welcomed everyone and gave an overview of the structure of a Bridging meeting.

Jeanne Searer gave an overview of the framework for Bridging and Joan Holliday shared the Guiding Principles.  The overall context is our living philosophy, reflected by our land's energy - peaceful, progressive, inclusivity.  “Bridging” reflects this living philosophy.  Articles about Kennett’s work may be found in The Path of Potential Web site: www.pathofpotential.org
Following are the Guiding Principles:

We will come from the heart----not an obligation
We will work for community---not personal agendas

We will focus on the potential side----not the issue side

We will keep it a process---not a program with infrastructure

We will value each person’s contribution---not focused on formal hierarchy
Cindy Schofield (Kennett Head Start) told us that they have 72 children at this site.  There are 8 Head Start sites around the county.  They provide nursery school for 3 years to 5 year olds for low-income families. Email: cynthiasc@cciu.org
We sang the nursery song, “When You Are Happy and You Know It” to honor the site.
New attendees introduced themselves:
· Craig Parrish (Community Member) told us that he had made a spiritual retreat recently and now wants to find ways to, “feed the hungry, clothe the naked and bring support to the vulnerable in the community.”  He is looking for volunteer opportunities to engage, as well as to share with his friends and church.  Email:  craigparrish@verizon.net
· Linda Riondet (YMCA Board Member) told us that she is the Chair of the Outreach Committee and she would like to “bridge” services of the Kennett Area YMCA with the community, and learn how they can support the community.  Email: LRiondet@aol.com
· Robbie Deike (Good Neighbors Board Member) told us that she wants to learn more about the community and ways Good Neighbors can live out its mission of helping low-income families have safter, warmer, and drier homes.  Email:  deikerm@comcast.net
· Sara Simasek (Bancroft Elementary Special Ed Teacher) told us that she was encouraged to attend the meeting by Maureen Orlando, School Nurse to “bridge” the new school with the community.  Email:  ssimasek@kcsd.org
· Ben Simasek (KHS Graduate 2005; Marketing Penn State Graduate; Peace Corps in Dominican Republic) told us that he read the minutes from the last Bridging meeting and was interested in helping start-up the Intercambio group, which he attended while at KHS.  He also would like to find ways to volunteer and work with the Spanish-speaking community.  Email:  bensimasek7@gmail.com
· Glenda Ruoss (Kennett Community/KHS Graduate) told us that she is looking for work in child care.  Email:  gjr070987@yahoo.com
· Rachel Ruoss, 3 yrs old and Jessica Ruoss 2 year old accompanied her to the meeting.

· Genarro Jacinto (La Comunida Hispana/Project Salud) provides smoking cessation education and free nicotine replacement therapy NRT.  Email:  gjacinto@lchps.org
· Grant Johnson (Pastor of Church of the Open Door) told us that he would like to learn more about the community.  This is his second attendance at a Bridging meeting.  
Email: GrantJohnson19@comcast.net
· Ophelia Bass came out on a rainy evening to be a part of the Bridging process.  Way to go Ms Ophelia!
Other attendees introduced themselves and made their community offerings and requests:
· Harry Wackerman (Kennett Area Senior Bookstore) told us that the KASC is putting on a Dancing Extravaganza---Learning to Cha-Cha, Salsa, Merengue, Bachata on 1/22/12; 2/12/12; 2/26/12; 3/11/12; 3/25/12 from 5:30-6:30----a dance lesson, 
From 6:30-8:30pm—dancing.
Breakfast will be served at the KASC 7-9am Monday through Friday.  Cost:  $4 for 50years and older and $4.75 for others. Email: hwackerman@kennettseniorcenter.org
· Paul Schroedder (LCH Education) told us that they are looking for two teachers for ESL classes Tuesday and Thursday eves from 6:30-9:00pm. He has paid and volunteer positions.  Phone: 610-444-7550 or  Email: pschroedder@lchps.org
· Burt Rothenberger (Habitat for Humanity) told us that they are always looking for volunteers.  A Re-Store will open this spring in the old Acme in New Garden Shopping Center.  This store will have gently used building materials, furniture, clothing plus more.  Donations may be made in February. They are looking for volunteers and paid employees. Email:  BFRothen@verizon.net
· Rob Ellis (ED of Good Neighbors) encouraged referrals for home repair.  
Email: rwe@comcast.net or goodneighbors@comcast.net
· Jeanne Searer (TRIVOSE & Casa Guanajuato) told us that she will be teaching a TRIVOSE class at the end of March, which is a weight reduction behavioral modification program. Casa Guanajuato is starting to plan Cinco de Mayo to be held 5/6/12.  
Planning Committee meets at Friends Meeting—Contact Jeanne if you would like to be involved. Email: jeannecrew491@hotmail.com
She also told us about the Jazz Vespers to be held at Church of the Advent Sunday, 1/29/12 at 4pm. Donations go to building a Philadelphia school in honor of MLK.
· Claudia Turner (Education Coordinator for Path Stone) told us that they provide a Migrant Head Start Program and Childcare from 6am to 5pm for 2mo-5yr. old children for parents working in the agricultural industry. They also provide training and employment, and they have a Food Closet.  They are taking referrals---must be agricultural workers and meet income requirements. Email: cturner@pathstone.org
· Joan Holliday (Public Health Nurse) told about the MLK Breakfast with the theme “Common Struggle.” For $15 tickets call: 610-444-4357; email:  info@unitedwayscc.org 
This event is always sold out.  On this day there will be volunteer opportunities at     various locations.  To volunteer, contact Linda Flewelling at 484-770-5703 or email at lflewell@kal.kendal.org
There will be a Kennett Food Cupboard Benefit called Empty Bowls on 2/9/12 6-8:30pm


For $20 tickets call: 610-925-3556. Website www.KACSonline.net

Joan and others encouraged groups/businesses to hold as many food drives as possible,
            because many more community members are in need. Joan’s email:  dochollisv@aol.com
· Theresa Bass (ED Historic East Linden Street Project) and Esther Rochester told us that tutors are needed for Study Buddies After-School Tutoring on Tues.Weds.Thurs. from 4-6pm at Bethel AME Church, 301 E. Linden St., Kennett.  A “thank-you” fundraiser is being held by the Study Buddies for Bethel Church on Saturday, 2/25/12 for breakfast from 9-10am at $15 ticket.  For tickets call:  610-247-3750 or email: trbass15@aol.com or email LaToya Myers at Latmeg12@gmail.com
· Tricia Quynn (Family Literacy) told us that ESL classes are taught Tuesday and Thursday eves from 6:30pm to 8:30pm.  They offer childcare for parents at this site and need volunteer tutors.  They also need persons from the community to speak to their students about services and helpful community information. Email:  Patriciaq@cciu.org
· Gary Altoonian (Longwood Rotary) told us that the Rotary continues to look for large community volunteer projects.  Currently they are helping Good Neighbors with a home.

Email:  Garyaltoonian@gmail.com
· Pam Eppinger (Migrant Education) told us that there will be free parenting classes offered for parents with 10-14 year olds.  The classes are in English.  To make a referral email Maribel Gonzalez at MGonzalez@kcsd.org  or Pam’s email:  PamE@cciu.org
· The Garage Youth Center was unable to attend the meeting this eve but wanted the following information included:  The Garage Youth Center is hosting a concert on Saturday, 1/28/12 at 6 PM featuring local teen bands.  Admission $5 plus a can of food.
· Information:  A family from the Greenwood School District lost their home and entire belongings to a fire over the holidays.  If you would like to contribute furniture, clothing or funds, a collection is being taken at Greenwood Elementary. Email  tmarino@kcsd.org
The group then mingled and “bridged.”  Following are the “bridges” that were shared:
· Harry Wackerman “bridged” with the following for displaying flyers at the Kennett Area Book Store on Union Street: Bert Rothenberger about Re-Store at the Kennett Area Senior Book Store; Diana Rarig for  Empty Bowl event; Linda Riondet for the YMCA and several others.  He also provided flyers for interested community members about the “Dancing Extravaganza” at the Senior Center to attendees.
· Craig Parrish “bridged” with Head Start, Good Neighbors, YMCA and others for volunteer opportunities.

· Claudia Turner “bridged” with Bert Rothenberger, Tricia Quynn, Glenda Ruoss and others for “bridging” services.

· Joan Holliday “bridged” with Cathy Brison around MLK Food Drive delivery; Ben Simasek around meeting about the Intercambio group re-starting at KHS, and with Alice Moorehead around LCH referrals.
· Burt Rothenberger “bridged” with Craig Parrish, Rob Ellis, Ben Simasek; Harry Wackerman, Claudia Turner and Alice Moorehead about new Re-Store and ways to involved the community.

· Rob Ellis “bridged” with Craig Parrish for volunteering with Good Neighbors and received a referral from Glenda Ruoss.  He also “bridged” with Bert Rothenberger about Habitat for Humanity working together with Good Neighbors around building supplies.
· Tricia Quynn “bridged” with Salvador Villicana about making a presentation to ESL students, as well as Gary Altoonian about Kennett Interact (Rotary Youth) helping with tutoring 4grade students during ESL classes and Claudia Turner for referrals.  Tricia also offered support in helping parents read to their children in a “teaching” manner. 

· Pam Eppinger “bridged” with Ben Simasek about volunteering with Boy Scouts on Thursday eves, when there are many Spanish-speaking youth, with no interpreter.

·  Paul Schroedder “bridged” with Claudia Turner, Ben Simasek and others around ESL teaching opportunities, as well as ways to receive referrals.
· Tom Hoehle commended Rachel and Jessica Ruoss for their good behavior during the meeting and Cynthia Schofield for her professional attention to the children.

Attendees stayed behind to “bridge” and to help return the meeting room to order.
