Bridging the Community was held on Wednesday, November 09, 2011 at The Family Center, 637 Miller Hill, Kennett Square, PA at 7pm. Thirty-six connecting community members joined in the ‘bridging” process.

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 11, 2012 at Head Start, CCIU Early Learning Center, 380 W. Cedar St., Kennett Square, PA at 7pm. 

Minutes of Bridging meetings may be accessed on the web site:  www.bridgingcommunity.com or a copy of the minutes at the Kennett Library.   Bridging the Community meetings are held at different sites every time---to provide exposure to all segments of the community. 
Tom Hoehle (Email: tomhoehle@yahoo.com) welcomed everyone and gave an overview of the structure of a Bridging meeting.

Joan Holliday gave an overview of the framework for Bridging and Jeanne Searer shared the Guiding Principles.  The overall context is our living philosophy, reflected by our land's energy - peaceful, progressive, inclusivity.  “Bridging” reflects this living philosophy.  Articles about Kennett’s work may be found in The Path of Potential Web site: www.pathofpotential.org
Following are the Guiding Principles:

We will come from the heart----not an obligation
We will work for community---not personal agendas

We will focus on the potential side----not the issue side

We will keep it a process---not a program with infrastructure

We will value each person’s contribution---not focused on formal hierarchy
Nelly Arevalo (ED of The Family Center) welcomed us and told us that this non-profit under Maternal Child Health Consortium has three educators, who teach parenting of children, less than 5 years of age, in the home---readiness for Kindergarten is their goal.  They encourage volunteerism, when they hold events at the Center for the enrolled families.  She made the offer of use of their large room for community meetings.  She also gives Interpreter Training through MCH.  Contact: NArevalo@ccmchc.org)

Tom Hoehle led us in a moment of silence to honor the site and process within the site.
New attendees introduced themselves:
· David Baldt (Community Member/Kennett Area YMCA) expressed a concern about community still not being fully integrated, and he was looking at ways that the Kennett Area YMCA could be helpful.  Email:  dwbaldt@comcast.net
· Kim Engstrom (Greenable---Building + Design Center) told us that she was attending the Bridging meeting with partner, Lynne and that she wanted to find ways to get involved in the Kennett area community.  Email:  Kim@greenable.net
· Assistant at Fitchett Chiropractic told us that she was representing the practice tonight for Dr. Mike and Jena Fitchett.  They have an office at 685 Unionville Rd Suite 1, Kennett Square.  They will be distributing used/new coats on 12/3/11 from 1 to3:30pm at their Jennersville office at 1 Commerce Blvd., Suite 202, West Grove, PA.  They are looking for donated coats from child to adult.  They will provide a free chiropractic evaluation with coat donation. Schedule at: 610-444-2878; pr@fitchettchiropractic.com
· Susan Norris (Bi-lingual RN; WCU/MSN Program & Hospice Nurse) would like to use her bi-lingual and nursing skills as a community volunteer. Phone:  484-695-4775 snorris@wcupa.edu
· Grant Johnson (Pastor of Church of the Open Door) told us that he would like to learn more about the community.  Email: GrantJohnson19@comcast.net
Other attendees introduced themselves and made their community offerings and requests:
· Harry Wackerman (Kennett Area Senior Bookstore) told us that there will be a Veteran’s Day Luncheon on 11/11/11.  Call for reservations at 610-444-4819.  There will be a “Black Friday” (Shopping for Bazaar items) on Wednesday, 11/16/11 from 9am to 2pm at KASC.  He also told us about the KASC Sunday Dinner with Friends on 12/18/11 at $10.00 per person. Email: hwackerman@kennettseniorcenter.org
· Jessie Cocks (Kennett Borough Council) told us that her 4-year term will be up in December.  She announced that the Garnet Rogers House Concert was cancelled for 11/11/11.  There will be a H.U.B. of Hope (HIV AIDs Ministry) presentation in Kennett.  Contact: Deborah Tanksley Brown at (dtanksleybrown@comcast.net)  
There will be a Quaker Fair at Kennett Friends Meeting on 11/19/11 from 10am to 3pm.  She gave an Invitation to the Mayan Calendar and Ceremony on 11/12/11 from 3-5pm and a Mayan Sacred Ceremony on 11/18/11 6:30 to 9:30pm, both being held at 353 N. Lincoln St. Kennett.  jessiecocks@verizon.net
· Joan Holliday (Public Health Nurse) encouraged the attendees to reconsider starting up the Intercambio group----a conversational meeting with Spanish and English speaking residents to build community.  She also asked the group to go back to our Bridging roots and reflect on the many youth programs, which have been generated to help support youth’s potential in the community.  Consider where there may be gaps to be filled.
Email:  dochollisv@aol.com
· Kecia McMillian (Chester County Youth Center) told us that they are conducting after-school sessions for court-ordered youth, to build life skills and a restorative life.  Volunteers, who have a special knowledge to share and presentations, are welcome.  There are sessions from 4pm to 8:15pm.  Youth also could participate in a community event or volunteer opportunity.  Email: kmcmillian@chesco.org
· Claudia Turner (Education Coordinator for Path Stone) told us that they provide a Migrant Head Start Program and Childcare from 6am to 5pm for 2mo-5yr. old children for parents working in the agricultural industry.  They have openings for 158 children this year.  They also provide training and employment, and they have a Food Closet.  They are taking referrals---must be agricultural workers and meet income requirements. 

Email: cturner@pathstone.org
· Rosa Garza Moore (The Garage Youth Center) encourages community members to visit the Garage at 115 S. Union St., Kennett.  There are after-school activities for middle and high school youth.  There also are family events.  They especially need women mentors.  Everyone is invited to 11/18/11 from 7:30-10pm for Coffee House by Kennett Presbyterian and the Christmas Fundraiser on 12/3/11 from 7-10pm (Tickets $25)  Email:  rosa.moore@garageyouthcenter.org
· Cathy Brison (YMCA/ MLK Advocates) told us that the YMCA is providing Thanksgiving food for 80 families.  Come pick a “feather”, which will identify items to donate.  She also invited members to take a bus trip to the MLK Memorial on 11/12/11.  Cost is $35. Email:  Cabrisonmm@aol.com
· Adrienne Nash (CCDCD) told us about Chester County National Hunger and Homeless Awareness Week starting next week.  She encouraged us to check out the web site and get involved.  CCDCD, with community members completed their DECADE to Doorways 10 year plan to eliminate homelessness.  On 1/25/12 community members are needed to participate in the Annual Point in Time to count the homeless. Email: anash@chesco.org
· Jackie Maas (ED Tick Tock Early Learning Center) told us that they are having a Buy Scholastic Books Drive----buy books to support the children 18mo. to 13 years.  
She announced the Flu Clinic on 11/29/11 from 3-7pm at the Center—community members invited.  She would like help with Christmas gifts for 27 families----adopt a family.  She is looking for musicians, who will lead Christmas caroling events for the children.  She would like access to a Mexico intern opportunity for her daughter. 
Email:  ticktock@kennett.net
· Jeanne Searer (KASC) told us that Casa Guanajuato will be putting on a Posada at Friends Meeting on 12/17/11 at 6pm.  Community Members are invited to experience the  Christian Mexican tradition of searching for a birth place for the Infant Jesus.  
Contact: jeannecrew491@hotmail.com  

· LaToya Myers (Historic East Linden Street Project/Program Director) told us that tutors are needed for Study Buddies After-School Tutoring on Tues.Weds.Thurs. from 4-6pm at Bethel AME Church, 301 E. Linden St., Kennett.  Email: Latmeg12@gmail.com
· Kathy Hrenko (After the Bell) told us that the next cycle for the after-school program at the Kennett Middle School will begin 01/25/12.  They serve over 300 students.  They are looking for volunteers to share skills or time with students for 1 hour/week for 6 weeks. Email: afterthebell@kcsd.org
· Anne Humes (Kendal Communities) told us that Kendal/Crosslands is holding a Food Drive.  On 12/08/11, they need strong bodies to carry the donated food to a truck between 5:30 to 6:30pm.  Anne also received thank-you notes from Head Start for the knitted sweaters from the Kendal women.  Call: 610-388-1199.  

The group then mingled and “bridged.”  Following are the “bridges” that were shared:
· Claudia Turner “bridged” with Susan Norris around providing a nutrition class in Spanish for parents and children.  She “bridged” with Fitchett Chiropractic around the coat distribution.  She “bridged” with Adrienne Nash around the homeless project and she “bridged” with Cindy Schofield  (cynthiasc@cciu.org) around Head Start referrals.  
· Tom Hoehle (tomhoehle@yahoo.com) “bridged” with Gary Altoonian from the Rotary to help purchase a new Bar BQ grill for Historic East Linden Street.  Mission accomplished!
· Pam Eppinger from Migrant Education (PamE@cciu.org)  reported a “bridge” that was made at the last Bridging meeting---Jennifer Everhart was looking for work and is now hired by Migrant Education and started working this week.  Pam also ‘bridged” with LaToya Myers and Esther Rochester around Study Buddies.  She told them about the SEEDS program for 5th and 6th grade girls to be held on Friday nights at the Kennett Presbyterian Church.
· Rosa Garza Moore “bridged” with Gary Altoonian from Rotary around recruiting women mentors.  She “bridged” with Adrienne Nash around volunteer opportunities for the youth and with Cathy Brison around the MLK Advocates.
· Joan Holliday ‘bridged” with Susan Norris around re-starting the Intercambio process.  She helped “bridge” Richard Plaugher (r6plaugher@comcast.net) and Gary Altoonian (Garyaltoonian@gmail.com) around status of starting the Habitat for Humanity Used Furniture store in the area.
· Kathy Hrenko “bridged” with Gary Altoonian to encourage volunteers for After the Bell.
· Kecia McMillian ‘bridged” with Gary Altoonian around giving a talk at the Longwood Rotary.  She “bridged” with Cathy Brison around the MLK Memorial bus trip.  She “bridged” with Anne Humes around food transport for Kendal and “bridged” with Adrienne Nash around Point in Time Count.
· Jackie Maas “bridged: with Pam Eppinger, Joan Holliday and Adrienne Nash to provide caroling music for the Tick Tock children.  She “bridged” with Pam Eppinger around a Mexican intern opportunity for her daughter.  She “bridged” with Tom Hoehle, who promises to buy some books at Tick Tock.  She “bridged” with others to adopt a family for Christmas.
· Richard Plaugher “bridged” with Anne Humes around transporting the donated food.
· Harry Wackerman “bridged” with Kim Engstrom from Greenable, and Rosa Moore from The Garage to work together to bring attention to Union Street. 
After the meeting, caring attendees stayed and helped Nellie Arevalo carry chairs back upstairs.
