Bridging the Community was held on Wednesday, September 14, 2011 at New Garden U.A.M.E., 309 E. Linden St., Kennett Square, PA at 7pm. Forty-six engaging community members joined in the ‘bridging” process.

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 09, 2011 at The Family Center, 637 Miller Hill, Kennett Square, PA at 7pm.  Nelly Arevelo (ED) welcomes everyone! 
Minutes of Bridging meetings may be accessed on the web site:  www.bridgingcommunity.com or a copy of the minutes at the Kennett Library.   Bridging the Community meetings are held at different sites every time---to provide exposure to all segments of the community. 
Tom Hoehle (Email: tomhoehle@yahoo.com) welcomed everyone and gave an overview of the structure of a Bridging meeting.
Because Bridging honors the site, where we were meeting, Pastor Maxine Mayo of New Garden (ellamm17@msn.com)  led us in a prayer.  She told us that New Garden Memorial U.A.M. E has been in existence for about 185 years.  It started near the Buck toe cemetery.  Sunday school is held every week at 10am and Worship Service is at 11am.  The 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month there is a Bible Study in the evening.  She expresses an interest on behalf of the church to get involved in more outreach in the community.  Several church members are attending the Bridging meeting tonight for the first time. 

Joan Holliday gave an overview of the framework for Bridging and Jeanne Searer shared the Guiding Principles.  The overall context is our living philosophy, reflected by our land's energy - peaceful, progressive, inclusivity.  “Bridging” reflects this living philosophy.  Articles about Kennett’s work may be found in The Path of Potential Web site: www.pathofpotential.org
Following are the Guiding Principles:

We will come from the heart----not an obligation
We will work for community---not personal agendas

We will focus on the potential side----not the issue side

We will keep it a process---not a program with infrastructure

We will value each person’s contribution---not focused on formal hierarchy
New attendees introduced themselves:
· Cindy Schofield (Kennett Head Start) told us that they have a Head Start site at 380 W. Cedar St., Kennett Square and the staff wants to connect with the broader community.
Email: cynthiasc@cciu.org  She introduced her co-worker Elizabeth

· Gary Altoonian (Longwood Rotary) told us that he is representing the Rotary, which supports community volunteer projects.  Email:  Garyaltoonian@gmail.com
· Leon Goodwin (New Garden Memorial U.A.M.E. member) told us that he grew up in Kennett Square on Cedar Street and now lives in West Grove.  Phone:  610-869-3147
· Yvonne Goodwin (New Garden Memorial U.A.M.E. member) told us that she would like to see more multi-cultural events in the Kennett community.  Phone:  610-869-3147

· Margaret Jarmon (New Garden Memorial U.A.M.E. member) told us that she used to live in Kennett and now lives in West Grove.  Email:  Peggie10@aol.com
· Gayle Winters (New Garden Memorial U.A.M.E. member) told us that she would like to volunteer in the community.  Phone:  610-648-4946

· Joyce Driver (New Garden Memorial U.A.M.E. member) told us that she grew up in Toughkenamon and went to KHS.  Phone:  3-2-575-9368

· Loretta Perna (KHS) told us that she is working with WIN/Walk in Knowledge at KHS.  It is an after-school tutoring/mentoring program for any interested high-school student.

Email:  per.loretta.louise@gmail.com
· Maria Martinez (Avon Grove HS) told us that she came to the US when she was 9 years old, graduated from KHS and received her Masters degree in 2010.  She works with the 21st Century Program at AG High and Middle Schools.  They need volunteers.  
Email:  mariama@cciu.org
· Norma Grant (New Garden Memorial U.A.M.E. member) told us that she lived in Kennett many years, and recently moved to Luther House in Jennersville.  She would like to volunteer.  Email:  grandu66@yahoo.com; Phone:  484-643-5393
· Peggy DeShields ( New Garden Memorial U.A.M.E. member) told us that she was raised in Kennett and would like to stay involved.  Email:  deshscco@hotmail.com
· Monica Dulembe (DNB FIRST Bank) is a new employee and wants to get involved in the community.  Email:  mdulemba@dnbfirst.com
· Johnna Goodridge (COAD/Strengthening Families Program) is involved with the Kennett community with the Strengthening Families Program.  She will notify us when funding is available for another program next year.  Email:  jgoodridge@coadgroup.com
· Paul Sapko (Bayard Taylor Library) told us to check out the library’s web site at www.bayardtaylor.org   Many children’s programs and family movie night.  Willow Tree Hospice also will be making presentations this fall.  Email ED:  dmurray@ccls.org
· Nina Soto-Ramirez (Path Stone Training and Employment Mgr.) works at the HOOD in West Chester and appreciates having volunteers and speakers.  Email: nsotoramirez@pathstone.org
·   Jennifer Everhart (Environmental Science and Spanish Major Graduate) is looking for
              a job.  She is bi-lingual.  Email:  Jennifer.c.everhart@gmail.com
· Theresa Vasquez (Kennett Community) attended Bridging with Salvador Villicana to learn more about the community.  svillicana@chesco.org
Other attendees introduced themselves and made their community offerings and requests:

· Kecia McMillian (Chester County Youth Center) told us that they are conducting after-school sessions for court-ordered youth, to build life skills.  Volunteers, who have a special knowledge to share and presentations, are welcome.  There are sessiona from 4pm to 8:15pm.  Examples of volunteer contributions:  Helping students cook healthy meals, carpentry etc.  Email: kmcmillian@chesco.org
· Casey Jones (Transformation Initiative) told us about the weekly E- Update and Calendar of Events. Community non-profit groups may also email Casey to have event announcements included in the information at bps461@msn.com Information may be accessed on the following site: www.arcofchestercounty.org/arconnections.html
Casey also told us about the 12 Step Program for the unemployed and under-employed. Exact dates and locations are on www.chesco.org
He also announced that there will be a day for dropping off old meds to prevent drug abuse or environmental contamination on October 29th.  Check out the web site for drop-off  locations.

· Alice Moorehead (LCH Board President) told us about the Vive tu Vida/Get Up! Get Moving! event at Anson B. Nixon Park on Saturday, October 1 from 9am to 1pm.  There will be a wide-range of activities to promote healthy living.  Free Flu Shots will be provided and a raffle for a Wii Game and Flat Screen TV will take place.  

      Email:  a.moorhead@earthlink.net
· Cathy Brison (YMCA/ MLK Advocates) invited community members to the MLK Advocates monthly meetings the first Thursday of the month at 5:30pm at KASC.  She also told us about Church of the Open Door having alternate months of books and movies with a discussion to follow.  Starts on 9/20/11 at 6:30pm at 210 S. Broad St., Kennett.  
            Email:  Cabrisonmm@aol.com
· Jeanne Searer (KASC) told us about the KASC Bazaar to take place 10/21-22/11 at 427 S. Walnut St., Kennett.  Craft items, used clothing/and household items will be sold.
Jeanne also will be conducting a weight reduction program, which helped her lose eighty pounds.  It is a behavioral modification weight loss program/TREVOSE. Weekly meetings are $1.  
Sunday, September 25th at 1pm there will be the monthly KASC dinner with entertainment by Leon Spencer and his band.  Email: jeannecrew491@hotmail.com  

· LaToya Myers & Theresa Bass (Historic East Linden Street Project/Program Director and Board President) told us that the HELP Board is looking for two board members with expertise---one with a legal background and the other with financial. The National Night Out and Block Parties this summer were very successful.

There is now After-School Tutoring Tues.Weds.Thurs.at Bethel AME Church with a new teacher leading the effort.  Tutors are needed. 

HELP will hold the annual GALA fundraiser on Saturday, September 24th from 4pm to 8pm on East Linden.  To volunteer or for tickets, contact Theresa Bass at trbass15@aol.com or LaToya Myers at: Latmeg12@gmail.com
Latoya also told us about the MCH Prenatal and Parenting Classes being held.  Contact LaToya for more information at  Latmeg12@gmail.com
· Kathy Hrenko (After the Bell) told us that the after-school program at the Kennett Middle School will begin 9/27/11---their 13th season.  They serve over 300 students.  They are looking for volunteers to share skills or time with students for 1 hour/week for 6 weeks. Email: afterthebell@kcsd.org
· Claudia Turner (Education Coordinator for Path Stone) told us that they provide a Migrant Head Start Program and Childcare from 6am to 5pm for 2mo-5yr. old children for parents working in the agricultural industry.  They have openings for 158 children this year.  They also provide training and employment, and they have a Food Closet.  

Email: cturner@pathstone.org 
· Lindsey Sweet (Bi-lingual Immigration Lawyer) told us that she will be setting up a space in Kennett to provide low-cost services for migrants.  She is looking for an entity to offer a space for her to meet clients.  Email: lindseydulce@gmail.com
· Anne Humes (Kendal Communities) asked how many attendees worked with 3-5 year old children.  She asked this group to guess a lucky number and Claudia Turner from Path Stone won a large quantity of animal crackers to give to the nursery school children.  

The group then mingled and “bridged.”  Following are the “bridges” that were shared:
· Luis Tlaseca (CATA—Farm Workers Union) told us that he received many flyers with information to share with the farm workers and families.  He introduced his friend, Manuel.  CATA educates mushroom workers about their worker rights.

Email:  catakennettsq@yahoo.com
· Jeanne Searer “bridged” with several persons about celebrating Mexican Independence Day on Friday, 9/16/11 from 4-8 at Friends Meeting, Kennett.  All community members are welcome.  She also shared the TREVOSE brochure with several interested members.

· Mary Anderson “bridged” with Cindy Schofield from Head Start to donate children’s books.

· Joan Holliday “bridged” with three community members to purchase Historic East Linden Street GALA tickets.  She also “bridged” with Gary Altoonian around Rotary projects.
· Tom Hoehle “bridged” with Gary Altoonian about the Longwood Rotary finding a large grill for Historic East Linden Street’s Block Party for next year.

· Casey Jones “bridged” with many people around his brochures and with six groups about displaying brochures at their sites.

· Claudia Turner “bridged” with several groups with her brochures and received brochures for the families Path Stone serves.
· Theresa Bass “bridged” with Lindsey Sweet about becoming a HELP Board member.

· Lindsey Sweet “bridged” with Luis Tlaseca about providing workshops for the farm workers and also with Monica Dulemba about office space at DNB FIRST Bank.
· Kathy Hrenko “bridged” with Monica Dulemba about teaching personal finance classes to the Kennett Middle School After-the-Bell students.  She also “bridged” with Pastor Maxine Mayo about putting information in her church bulletin.

· Alice Moorehead “bridged” with many groups around the October 1st event in the Park.

· LaToya Myers “bridged” with Leon Goodwin and Johnna Goodridge (for her son, Patrick) about tutoring at Study Buddies. 

· Cathy Brison “bridged” with Casey Jones around displaying his Unemployment brochures and with Joan Holliday around community projects.
After the meeting, attendees eagerly stayed  talking and “bridging” for a spell.
