Bridging the Community was held on Wednesday, July 13, 2011 at His Mission, 342 E. Birch St., Kennett Square, PA at 6pm with a community picnic, followed by a Bridging meeting at 7pm.  Approximately 45 community members joined in the process of sharing a meal together, after a blessing offered by Harry Wackerman, and stepping into the community circle of Bridging.  The group sang “Happy Birthday” to one of our long-time attendees, Mary Anderson, who celebrated her 85th birthday and is still volunteering at the KASC.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 14, 2011 at New Garden Memorial U.A.M.E, 309 E. Linden St. Kennett Square at 7pm. The new Pastor Maxine Mao welcomes us. 
Minutes of Bridging meetings may be accessed on the web site:  www.bridgingcommunity.com or a copy of the minutes at the Kennett Library.   Bridging the Community meetings are held at different sites every time---to provide exposure to all segments of the community. 
Tom Hoehle welcomed everyone and gave an overview of the structure of a Bridging meeting.
Tim Schembs (His Mission Board Member) told us that His Mission/Homeless Shelter started in 1983 under the heart-felt direction of Margaret Valentine.  Her vision was that every person needs to have a place to lay his/her head.  The daughters and friends of Margaret are continuing the work and are open to volunteers and donations.  They are a 501C3.  Tim also told the story of how he was adopted by Margaret Valentine when he was 14 years old, and now has a financial corporate job, thanks to her love and support.  Tim & Mrs. Valentine daughters and families hope to keep the dream alive and progressing to a new level. Email:  Tschembs@hotmail.com
Jeanne Searer gave an overview of the framework for Bridging and Joan Holliday shared the Guiding Principles.  The overall context is our living philosophy, reflected by our land's energy - peaceful, progressive, inclusivity.  “Bridging” reflects this living philosophy.  Articles about Kennett’s work may be found in The Path of Potential Web site: www.pathofpotential.org
Following are the Guiding Principles:

We will come from the heart----not an obligation
We will work for community---not personal agendas

We will focus on the potential side----not the issue side

We will keep it a process---not a program with infrastructure

We will value each person’s contribution---not focused on formal hierarchy
The Vision for the community picnic came from Tom Hoehle, who wanted to support the Principle of “no infrastructural burden.”  So, every person was asked to just show up with food, with the grills hot ready to go.  There was more than enough food---the loaves and the hamburgers and hot dogs multiplied, along with the delicious potato salad made by seasoned cooks, Ms Ophelia Bass and Anna Anderson.  Healthy fruits and salads also made the scene.  It was a perfect setting for a community dinner.

New attendees introduced themselves:
· Connie Mohn (The ARC) told us that ARC now has an office in the extended office of Adult Day Care of Chester County in New Garden.  They serve the developmentally disabled with recreation, life skills and support.  They also conduct the Early Intervention Program.  Connie is a Kennett native and is pleased to experience a Bridging meeting. Email:  oneheartk@comcast.net   or cmohn@archofchestercounty.org
· Michael Guttman (20 year Kennett Township resident) has done business consulting and is now looking for some community volunteer opportunities.  

Email:  Michael@guttman.net
· Richard McLaughlin (35 years of Certified Financial Planning) helps those persons, who are concerned about their financial stability in their retirement. He is welcoming referrals.  Email:  richardmcl@comcast.net
· Mary Serowoky (PhD Nursing student at Wayne State Univ. in Michigan) told us that she came to visit Project Salud and La Comunidad Hispana to learn how the agency works with migrant workers, as she also serves this population. 
            Email:  dt4735@wayne.edu
· Toni Butcher (His Mission) is a family member of Margaret Valentine and a Board member.  Email:  TButcher72@gmail.com
· Bobbie Newman (His Mission) is a family member of Margaret Valentine and describes herself as the “backbone” of the operations, as she is present at the site every day managing the process with the residents.

· Tina Butcher (His Mission) is a family member of Margaret Valentine and a Board member.  She is taking the lead with the sustainability of the mission.

· Amanda and Holly Favino (Amnion Pregnancy Crisis Center) offer counseling, health education, supplies and other supports to women with unplanned pregnancies.  Email: hfavino@amnion.org
· Jose Ramirez (20 year resident of Kennett) is a family member of the Valentine family.  He spoke highly of the operations and his connection with the mission.

· Howard Bowman (His Mission) spoke about his long-time relationship with the mission.
  Other attendees introduced themselves and made their community offerings and requests:

· Andrew Joyce (The Garage Youth Center) told us that he is the Community Service Coordinator and is looking for community volunteer projects for youth to become involved.  Email:  Andrew.Joyce@garageyouthcenter.org
· Rosa Quintana (La Comunidad Hispana Social Services) told us about the Vive tu Vida Get Up! Get Moving! Event that LCH/National Alliance for Hispanic Health is sponsoring on 10/01/11 from 9am to 1pm at the Anson B Nixon Park.  The intent is to promote physical, healthy and active lifestyles in our community.  
Email: rquintana@lchps.org
· Casey Jones (Transformation Initiative) told us about the weekly E- Update and Calendar of Events. Community non-profit groups may also email Casey to have event announcements included in the information at bps461@msn.com Information may be accessed on the following site: www.arcofchestercounty.org/arconnections.html
Casey also told us about the 12 Step Program for the unemployed and under-employed. 250 Chester County residents have attended workshops, while Chester County has 1,600 unemployed.  Exact dates and locations are on www.chesco.org
· Esther Rochester (Historic East Linden Project) told us that there will be two events in August on East Linden Street and they invite the broader community to attend. 
August 2nd  there will be a National Night Out from 5-8pm to expose the community to the services in the community.  Esther is looking for vendors to display their offerings.

The police will also be present to make visible their work.

On August 6th, there will be an East Linden Street Block Party with music, food and games from 2-7pm.

Esther is starting a Brownie Troop for 3-5 years old at Bethel A.M.E. Church on Fridays

From 3-5pm, starting when school starts. 

· Rosemary Malatesta (Hospice RN) told us about Willow Tree Hospice (located in Jennersville) and the opportunity to volunteer.  Training is given in the area of patient services, respite and support for family members, administrative work, pet and massage therapies and bereavement support programs. This volunteer effort rewards the giver and the receiver.  Email:  history1842@yahoo.com  and www.willowtreehospice.com
· Nelly Arevalo (ED Kennett Square Family Center) told us about their upcoming fundraiser---Salsa Night.  It will be held on July 29th from 5-9pm.  Contact Nellie for tickets.  Email:  NArevalo@ccmchc.org
· Harry Wackerman (KASC Resale Book Shoppe) told us that everyone is always welcome to browse.  There will be a Teacher Appreciation Day on 8/20 and 8/27 from 9:30am to 4:30pm.  This honors current, retired and student teachers.  Fill a large brown bag with books for school or personal use for $20.  Email:  hwackerman@kennett.net or web site at:  www.kennettseniorcenter.org
· Luis Tlaseca (CATA—Farm Workers Union) told us that they would like to be a part of the broader community.  CATA educates mushroom workers about their worker rights.  They will have an information meeting open to the public on 7/14/11 at 4:30pm at their office at 220 Birch St., Kennett Square.  Email:  catakennettsq@yahoo.com
· Kecia McMillian (Chester County Youth Center) told us that they are conducting after-school sessions for court-ordered youth, to build life skills.  Volunteers, who have a special knowledge to share and presentations, are welcome.  They are in session from 4pm to 8:15pm.  Email: kmcmillian@chesco.org
· LaToya Myers (Historic East Linden Street Project/Program Director) told us that the HELP Board is looking for two board members with expertise---one with a legal background and the other with financial.  Also, look for the HELP website to be launched in the near future.  Address:  www.historiceastlindenproject.org  

Ethan Cramer has taken on the role of Fund Developer and needs a donated office space to do his grant writing. HELP will hold the annual GALA fundraiser on Saturday, September 24th from 4pm to 8pm on East Linden.  To volunteer or for tickets,contact Theresa Bass at trbass15@aol.com or LaToya Meyers at: Latmeg12@gmail.com
· Joan Holliday (CCHD Public Health Nurse) told the group that ACTIVATE Kennett Square is a grassroots effort that anyone can join.  The purpose is to address the need for a healthy community.  The motto:  Eat smarter; move more; create a supportive environment.  The group is currently working on advocating for a “walk able” community.  Joan introduced Emily Smith, WCU Public Health Graduate student, who spoke about her experience of walking from the town of Kennett to Longwood Shopping Center and to New Garden Shopping Center.  She observed people walking this route and she found many unsafe areas.  Presentations will be made to the Borough Councils of three townships.  We always are encouraging new community members to join in this noble effort.  Next meeting is Wednesday, July 20, 2011 from noon to 1pm at the Kennett Borough Office.  Following meetings will be held on the 4th Wednesday of every month at the same time.  Email: dochollisv@aol.com  Emily Smith:  es661931@wcupa.edu
· Jeanne Searer (Community Member) will be conducting a weight reduction program, which helped her lose eighty pounds.  It is a behavioral modification diet program.  She will be teaching a class at KASC starting 9/21/11 from 9am to 11am.  There is a night class at Church of the Advent, as well.  Email: jeannecrew491@hotmail.com
The group then mingled and “bridged.”  Following are the “bridges” that were shared:
· Tom Hoehle “bridged” with Esther Rochester around being the Bar BQ Chef at the East Linden Street Block Party on 8/6/11.
· Rosemary Malatesta “bridged” with Andrew from The Garage Youth Center; Richard McLaughlin and Howard Bowman around volunteer opportunities with Willow Tree Hospice.

· Richard McLaughlin “bridged” with Ethan Cramer around donated office space for his HELP grant writing.

· Ethan Cramer “bridged” with a person, who may have an interest in joining the HELP Board.

· Joan Holliday “bridged” with the attendees around providing a donation to His Mission.  $108 was collected.  She also “bridged” with Mary Serowoky around their backgrounds as Michigan residents and work with the migrant community.  Salvador Villicana reminded the group that he was in jail in Michigan for “pursuing the American dream”----fortunately for us; he is now a permanent resident.

· Jeanne Searer “bridged” with Casey Jones about the upcoming unemployment workshops and with Connie Mohn around diet program at KASC.

· Harry Wackerman passed out many flyers for the Teacher Appreciation Day. (The color of Joan’s blouse)

· Rosa Quintana spoke to several people about Vive tu Vida and possibility of becoming a vendor.

· Luis Tlaseca passed out flyers for July 14th event for C.A.T.A.

· Susana Trendelenburg “bridged” with Joan Holliday about summer lunches at Bethel Church at East Linden St, also about Study Buddies for tutoring help for her 9 and 11 year old sons.
· The community members who attended the picnic donated the left-over hot dogs, hamburgers, buns, and chips to His Mission.

