Bridging the Community was held on Wednesday, May 11, 2011 at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Rt. 82 and Doe Run, Unionville PA at 7pm. Thirty-two adverturesome (crossing over from Kennett to Unionville) community members joined in the ‘bridging” process.

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 13, 2011 at His Mission, 342 Birch St., Kennett Square at 7pm. Minutes of Bridging meetings may be accessed on the web site:  www.bridgingcommunity.com or a copy of the minutes at the Kennett Library.   Bridging the Community meetings are held at different sites every time---to provide exposure to all segments of the community. 
Tom Hoehle welcomed everyone and gave an overview of the structure of a Bridging meeting. 

Joan Holliday gave an overview of the framework for Bridging and Jeanne Searer shared the Guiding Principles.  The overall context is our living philosophy, reflected by our land's energy - peaceful, progressive, inclusivity.  “Bridging” reflects this living philosophy.  Articles about Kennett’s work may be found in The Path of Potential Web site: www.pathofpotential.org
Following are the Guiding Principles:

We will come from the heart----not an obligation
We will work for community---not personal agendas

We will focus on the potential side----not the issue side

We will keep it a process---not a program with infrastructure

We will value each person’s contribution---not focused on formal hierarchy
DeAnna Hannigan (St. Michael’s Lutheran Church) told us about church activities, in which the broader community is invited to participate:

1) Music Series---May 15th at 3pm---Copland String Quartet

2) Mission trip to another country

3) Vacation Bible School----First week of August
4) They will rent the large room to community groups where we were meeting in.

Email:  deannajh@hotmail.com
Vicar Melissa Lemons led us in a prayer.  St. Michael’s also served great snacks and beverages.
New attendees introduced themselves:

· Richard Plaugher (Community Member) told us that he is recently retired and is looking for a good “fit” for volunteering.  Email:  r6plaugher@comcast.net
· Robin Jenkins (Community Member) told us that she was touched by the Daily Local newspaper series on “Living on the Edge” and the poverty in our area.  She explained that she guided her son in developing a food collection project at Avon Grove Nazarene Academy.  Email:  rejenkins3@verizon.net
· Hayden Jenkins (6 year old Community Member) told us that he spoke to seven classrooms about donating food for the Bridge (Food Cupboard at Church of the Nazarene) and showed us a photo of all the food that was collected.  He and his mother would like to make this an annual event.
· Emily Smith (WCU Public Health Grad Student) told us that she is working on a “Nutritional Environment Assessment and Social Marketing Recommendation for SE, PA.” She is partnering with several agencies in the area.  Email:  emsmith15@gmail.com
· John Sanville (Director of Unionville/Chadds Ford Secondary Education) told us that he is a member of the Longwood Rotary and is on the Kennett Area YMCA Board of Directors.  He told us that Sharon Parker had invited him to attend the Bridging meeting.  Email:  Jsanville@ucfsd.org
· Burt Rothenberger (Habitat for Humanity) told us that they are always looking for volunteers.  They also are looking for partners, such as churches, who will help sponsor a portion of a home through funds and volunteers. Email:  BFRothen@verizon.net
· Jen Steiner (Habitat for Humanity & daughter of Burt) told us that by 2013 there will be 40 new homes built for underserved families in West Grove area.  Applications will be received in the fall of 2012.  She also told us that Habitat is working on obtaining a site in the Kennett area, which would become a Home Store----donated furniture would be sold at low cost, which in turn would provide funds for the mission.  Check out the web site at:  www.hfhcc.org  Email:  Jrothe1111@yahoo.com
· Tina Butler (His Mission,342 E. Birch St., Kennett) told us that even though the Founder of His Mission, Margaret Valentine died this year, her daughters are continuing the mission work for the homeless.  They need canned foods, paper goods, blankets, sheets, clothes, shoes.  They also would benefit greatly from money donations and they are a non-profit 501C-3/tax exempt organization.  Phone:  610-444-2559

· Janet Cleaver (Chester County Citizens for Climate Protection) told us that they are willing to make presentations to community groups and also have a monthly Speaker Series.  They have ideas for how to promote fuel changes in our homes and community.

Volunteers needed.  Email:  j.cleaver@att.net
· Michael Corp (Local Construction Contractor) told us that LaToya Meyers & Theresa Bass invited him to the Bridging meeting.  Email: platinumred88@gmail.com
Other attendees introduced themselves and made their community offerings and requests:
· Kecia McMillian (Chester County Youth Center) told us that they are conducting after-school sessions for court-ordered youth, to build life skills.  Volunteers, who have a special knowledge to share and presentations, are welcome.  They are in session from 4pm to 8:15pm.  Email: kmcmillian@chesco.org
· Lenda Carrillo (Kennett Area YMCA Outreach Coordinator) told us about the free SPLASH program, for low-income families from ages 4-13 years from June 6-10th.  The swim lessons will be held after school. Email:  lcarrillo@ymcabwv.org
· Jackie Maas (ED Tick Tock Early Learning Center) spoke about a project that United Way of SCC is organizing.  Bed Bath & Beyond store will donate overstocked items, i.e. bedding and household items.  A storage location is needed to deliver the weekly supplies, where non-profits would come by to pick up items.  A donated community storage location is needed.  
Jackie also told us about the Empty Bowl Project, which helps raise awareness of hunger.  Church groups provide dinners, where attendees eat food from one bowl---rice and beans.  The ceramic bowls are made by children and seniors and sold at the dinner, which raises funds for the hungry and would be items, at home, to raise awareness about hunger.  Tick Tock Day Care Center will be making ceramic bowls.  Email: ticktock@kennett.net
· Casey Jones (Transformation Initiative) told us about the weekly E- Update and Calendar of  Events. Community non-profit groups may also email Casey to have event announcements included in the information at bps461@msn.com Information may be accessed on the following site: www.arcofchestercounty.org/arconnections.html
Casey also told us about the 12 Step Program for the unemployed and under-employed to be starting up in June 2011.  Exact dates and locations are on www.chesco.org
· Holly Favino (Amnion Pregnancy Crisis Center) told us that they are a life-affirming organization, which helps mothers with pregnancies.  They will have a Walk for Life at the Anson B Nixon Park on May 21st from 10am to 11pm to raise funds for Amnion’s services.  Email: hfavino@amnion.org
· Ron Hollenbeck (Longwood Rotary) told us about Relay for Life (Cancer Fundraiser) will take place at Unionville High School from June 17-18 from noon to noon.  They are interested in developing teams and participation. Email: Hollenbeck407@msn.com
· Rosemary Malatesta (Time Bank) told us about the Kennett TIME Bank, which is an exchange of volunteer services/talents in time.  Anyone may join.  There are monthly gatherings to meet members of the Time Bank.  Email:  history1842@yahoo.com
· Theresa Bass (Historic East Linden Street Project) told us that this street is the oldest in Kennett.  The neighborhood now has their own non-profit status, a Board, and are developing programs for youth.  Tuesday and Thursday computer classes are taught from 4-6pm and Study Buddies takes place on Wednesday 4-6pm.  They also participate in the YMCA Splash.  They will have a Block Party on 8/20/11 and their Annual Fundraiser Gala on 9/24/11.  They are looking for Board members from the broader community, who have a heart to work with the neighborhood.  Email:  trbass15@aol.com
· Bob Whitlock (Good Neighbors) told us that summer camp, with nearly 60 youth involved, will be working on 5 houses to repair and renovate them.  This service is for low-income elders and families, who own a home.  Summer camp is 7/17-23/11.

Email:  rhw@vet.upenn.edu
· Anne Humes (Kendal Communities) told us she will organize her annual cookie baking process and deliver them with a beverage to the Good Neighbor Youth Camp sites.
· Pam Carter (Anson B Nixon Park) told us that there will be a Fitness Camp for Teen-agers the week of June 20-24.  Nicole Bernstein will be leading the effort.  Email:  Nicole.jeanette.bernstein@gmail.com
Pam also told us about the 8 week Concert Series in the Park.  They also can rent out the stage for $500 for church choir groups and other performances.  She encouraged us to use the park and the trail, which has distance markers. Email: pamelahcarter@comcast.net  

The group then mingled and “bridged.”  Following are the “bridges” that were shared:

· Joan Holliday “bridged” with LaToya Meyers about providing Blue Rock Tickets on Kennett night, June 8th for Study Buddies youth.

· Tom Hoehle “bridged” with Holly Favino to donate money for the Walk for Life.

· Jackie Maas “bridged” with Burt Rothenberger around holding a space for the Bed Bath & Beyond donations at the new Home Store to be started in Kennett.  
· Casey Jones “bridged” with Good Neighbors, Rosemary Malatesta, YMCA, Joan Holliday, Latoya Meyers, His Mission and many others around E-newsletter and workshops.

· Richard Plaugher ‘bridged” with Bob Whitlock, Kecia McMillian and Jen Steiner around volunteer opportunities.  He likes the idea of working in the Home Store.

· Lenda Carrillo “bridged” with Holly Favino to advertize the Walk for Life at the YMCA and with Joan Holliday and Theresa Bass around the SPLASH program applications.

· Janet Cleaver “bridged” with several community members around Climate Protection.
· Burt Rothenberger “bridged” with Janet Cleaver and DeAnna Hannigan/St. Michael’s Lutheran Church around becoming a Habitat for Humanity partner with West Grove homes.

· Bob Whitlock “bridged” with Casey Jones, Lenda Carrillo, Joan Holliday and Tina Butler about their services and applications for home repair.

· Rosemary Malatesta ‘bridged” with several folks around the Time Bank membership.

· Holly Favino “bridged” with the Rotary, Lutheran Church, YMCA, Good Neighbors and HELP around their services and Walk for Life.

· Jen Steiner “bridged” with Tina Butler about receiving surplus construction materials for His Mission and several others.
· Pam Carter “bridged” with Emily Smith around Anson B Nixon Fitness Camp for teens.
