Bridging the Community was held on Wednesday, March 09, 2011 at the Bayard Taylor Library, 216 E. State St. Kennett Square, PA 19348 at 7:00pm.  Forty-four committed community members joined in the ‘bridging” process.

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 11, 2011 at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Rt 82 and Doe Run, Unionville, PA at 7pm. Minutes of Bridging meetings may be accessed on the web site:  www.bridgingcommunity.com or a copy of the minutes at the Kennett Library.   Bridging the Community meetings are held at different sites every time---to provide exposure to all segments of the community. 
Tom Hoehle welcomed everyone and gave an overview of the structure of a Bridging meeting. Tom led everyone in a moment of silence in care for the troubles in the Middle East and around the world.

Donna Murray (Director of the Bayard Taylor Library) told us that the site where we were meeting was built in 1960.  The library will be moving into a new building in conjunction with a three building construction in town, linking with the YMCA.  Bayard Taylor for whom the library is named was born in 1825.  He was a traveler, writer, and poet and is known for his Ballad of Abraham Lincoln.  There is a historic collection of his books in the room we met.
Donna told us that they have many activities at the library and presentations.  They hope to be bringing more in the future.

Joan Holliday gave an overview of the framework for Bridging and Jeanne Searer shared the Guiding Principles.  The overall context is our living philosophy, reflected by our land's energy - peaceful, progressive, inclusivity.  “Bridging” reflects this living philosophy.  Articles about Kennett’s work may be found in The Path of Potential Web site: www.pathofpotential.org)

Joan also told the group that Devin, our web master, has volunteered to keep the site updated with Bridging minutes and renews our web site subscription.

Following are the Guiding Principles:

We will come from the heart----not an obligation
We will work for community---not personal agendas

We will focus on the potential side----not the issue side

We will keep it a process---not a program with infrastructure

We will value each person’s contribution---not focused on formal hierarchy
New attendees introduced themselves:

Nicole Bernstein (UHS and Girl Scout) told us that she is working on her Gold Award.  She is promoting Health and Fitness.  She will be designing a session for After the Bell and be working with 4-6th graders, as well.  She is looking for “bridges” in the broader community.  
Email:  Nicole.jeanette.bernstein@gmail.com
Seth Lyons (PA Farm Workers Legal System) told us that they help migrant workers with issues related to employment, housing related to employers, and help with taxes.  He will provide community education to any group, who would like a presentation about their services.  They are at the Kennett Area Senior Center every Monday.  Email:  SLyons@philalegal.org
Sandy Tapia (Community member) told us that she and her partner, Luis Ortiz are producing 1,500 Newsletters to provide information to the Mexican community in SCC.  There is information about immigration, financial aid, criminal justice and also includes a broad range of education.  They are open to adding news items from the broader community.  
Email:  sandy_tapia2003@yahoo.com   and ortizbernal1964@msn.com
Kristina Valente (Community Member) was inspired by the five-day series in the Daily Local last month on “Living on the Edge”---Poverty in Chester County.  She would like to get involved in volunteering.  She is a graduate of WCU 2002 and is a stay-at-home mother of two children.  She has worked for Domestic Violence in the past.  Email:  KValente13@comcast.net
Darcie Ward (Kennett Presbyterian Church) was attending the meeting to learn more about the broader community to bring back information and volunteer opportunities to her church.

Email: darcieward@aol.com
Roberta Eldredge (Community Member) told us that she would like to start a Pet Food

Bank for those seniors and others, who find it a financial hardship to buy dog and cat food and continue to keep their pets.  She is a “voice for animals” and would like to “bridge” with other pet lovers, as she will need volunteers.  Phone:  484-732-8251
Elizabeth Stinson (Kennett Education Foundation) wants the community to know about Foundation, which offers grants for teachers’ innovative projects and scholarships for students.  
Email:  Elizabeth.Stinson@verizon.net
Nina Soto-Ramirez (Path Stone Training and Employment Manager) told us that she runs
a career awareness program for high school students after school on Thursdays at 421  McFarlan Rd., Suite E. Kennett. After 40 hours, the student will be set-up with a paid work experience during the school year. She is looking for interested students. 
Email:  nsotoramirez@pathstone.org
Other attendees introduced themselves and made their community offerings and requests:

Rosemary Malatesta (Community member) told us about the Tri-County Chamber Music concerts, which are free for children.  She would like to encourage a group attending and explore a way to provide transportation.  Email:  history1842@yahoo.com
Stacie Kucera (Kennett Area Community Service and Kennett Food Cupboard) told us that they will be starting their vegetable gardens at the Food Cupboard to provide fresh  produce for the clients and they are encouraging community members to contribute excess vegetables during the summer to the cupboard.  Email:  staciekucera@gmail.com
Linda Jacobi (Director of Adult Literacy at the Library) encouraged us to sign up to become an ESL volunteer.  There are over 50 persons waiting to be personally tutored. There is a Tutor Training and all the materials are supplied.  The commitment is 2 hours a week.  Also, their program offers group ESL classes, citizenship classes and computer classes.  
Email: ljacobi@ccls.org
Cathy Brison (Kennett Area YMCA) told us that the YMCA will waive the joiner fee, if a member has let his/her membership lapse, until the end of March.  
She also told us about the Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser by Boy Scout Troup 24, to be held on Saturday, 3/19/11 from noon to 7pm. Adult is $7 and Child $5.  Take-Out is available. 

Email:  Cabrisonmm@aol.com
Nelly Arevalo (ED of The Kennett Family Center) told us that they provide parenting skills and

child development for children ages 0-5 years.  They also have a readiness program for entry

into Kindergarten.  They need volunteers for their summer program.  She also is requesting
two small child beds for pre-school age and sheets and towels.  
Email: NArevalo@ccmchc.org
 Casey Jones (Transformation Initiative) told us about the weekly E- Update and Calendar of

 Events, which are now available at www.arcofchestercounty.org/arconnections.html 

 Community non-profit groups may also email Casey to have event announcements included in
 the information at bps461@msn.com
 He also told us that there will be a Suicide Prevention Workshop at Oxford Presbyterian

 on Sunday, March 27 at 3pm.  No charge.  This workshop is available to any community agency/church/service club who would like to sponsor it.
He told us about the RX Take Back Day (proper disposal of expired drugs) to be held on 4/30/11.  The Kennett Police Station participated the last time around---check with them. 

Joan Holliday (Public Health Nurse) told the group about ACTIVATE Kennett Square, which is a grassroots effort to help our community “eat smarter, move more and create a supportive environment." We meet the fourth Wednesday of every month at 4pm at the Kennett Borough building. Come join the effort.  We will be participating in Healthy Kids Day, Saturday, April 16th from 10am to 1pm on Broad St., Kennett.
 Joan thanked Theresa Bass, President of Historic East Linden Street, Tom Hammer and Ethan    

 Cramer for the Black History event they led, which involved the children recognizing Black
 Heroes of Kennett Square and others, as well as organizing a potluck dinner.  They “bridged”
 neighborhoods and created a lively and meaningful event.  

 Joan offered books of The Path of Potential to learn more about the living philosophy, which

 guides the “Bridging” process. Email:  dochollisv@aol.com
Ron Hollenbeck (Longwood Rotary & Habitat for Humanity) told us that the Rotary helped rehabilitate some homes with Good Neighbors and always is looking for community projects.  The Habitat for Humanity is moving forward with 40 new affordable homes in West Grove.  They also are hoping to open a Home Store in SCC, which would be a place to donate used furniture and offer items for very low cost to the public.  Email: Hollenbeck407@msn.com  
Jeanne Searer (Community member) told us that she had applications for tables and booths for Cinco de Mayo, which will be held on Sunday, May 1, 2011.  She also told us that Casa Guanajuato will sponsor a lecture entitled the “Frog Man” at Friends Meeting on 3/12/11 at 6pm.  The speaker does aquatic archeological digs.  The lecture will be in Spanish only.  Jeanne invited us to the Church of the Advent Spring Classical Concert on Sunday, March 13, at 4pm.  

Email:  jeannecrew491@hotmail.com
Kecia McMillian (Chester County Youth Center) told us that they are conducting 6 week sessions after-school for court-ordered youth, to build life skills.  Volunteers and presentations are welcome.  Email: kmcmillian@chesco.org
Laurie Szoke (Penn State Extension) told us that there is a Pony Partners program to build animal sensitivity.  There are 6-8 sessions at the cost of $25.  She still is collecting Fluffy’s Blankets for pets.  She also told us that the Avon Grove Community Gardens will be starting soon.  Email:  las7@psu.edu
Rob Ellis (ED of Good Neighbors) told us that Good Neighbors is looking for homes of low-income owners, who need repair.  Please make referrals.  Email:  goodneighbors@comcast.net
Tom Hammer (East Linden Street Study Buddies Leader) told us that they are hoping to develop a summer program for the youth on East Linden.  He is looking for volunteers and craft materials.  He also encouraged us to check out the Kennett Area Time Bank, as new members are always welcome.  Check out the web site:  http://kennett-timebank.org
Tom’s Email:  thammer302@yahoo.com
Anne Humes (Kendal Communities) told us that a woman at Kendal would like to donate her car with hand controls.  She was a victim of polio, so owned this car.  She no longer will be driving.  She would like to donate it to a person in the community who needs this specialized vehicle. Phone:  610-388-1199

Giselle Constatino (BVA) has scholarship applications available for summer camp for youth 
4-15 years old.  Also, there will be the Annual Clean-Up Day at Kennett Area Pool, Ashland Nature Park and Anson B Nixon Park.  Show up at 8am on 3/26/11 at any of the sites.
Email:  gisellec@bva-rcva.org
Rebecca Mitchell (Massage Therapist) is looking for someone who is good with graphics to create a flyer for her.  Email:  484-888-3184

The group then mingled and “bridged.”  Following are the “bridges” that were shared:
· Tom Hoehle announced that there will be information about a Kennett Square Area Community picnic on Wednesday, July 12, 2011---more to come at the next Bridging meeting!
· Kristina Valente “bridged” with Stacie Kucera around heat assistance, volunteering at the food cupboard; Kecia McMillian around volunteering at the CC Youth Center; Nelly Arevelo and Joan Holliday around donating children’s clothing and equipment.
· Linda Jacobi “bridged” with Anne Humes around having the ESL students visit Kendal and carry on conversations with the residents to practice their English.  She also “bridged” with Seth Lyons to make a Farm Workers Legal Rights presentation at a Night ESL class and with Sandy and Luis around providing their newsletter to students.  Sandy and Luis also agreed to become ESL tutors.
· Ron Hollenbeck “bridged” with Nellie Arevalo around obtaining the two child beds; with Anne Humes around the car, Kecia McMillian and Giselle Constantino around their programs and signed-up Tom Hammer to speak at the Longwood Rotary.
· Stacie Kucera “bridged” with Kecia McMillian around bringing youth to help out with the gardens at the Food Cupboard, with Anne Humes who will contribute travel soaps from Kendal residents and with several others who would like to volunteer.
· Kecia McMillian “bridged” with Darcie Ward around using the Presbyterian’s kitchen for her youth’s cooking project and with Giselle around team building and scholarships.
· Casey Jones “bridged” with Sandy and Luis around their newsletter, with Phil Gilbert around information for the RX Take Back Day and with Darcie Ward and Good Neighbors.
· Roberta Eldredge “bridged” with Stacie Kucera around working together around the Pet Food Bank and with Laurie Szoke and “Fluffy’s Blankets” and with Sandra and Luis.
· Joan Holliday “bridged” with Nicol Berstein around attending an ACTIVATE meeting and joining other students involved in nutrition/exercise programs.  She also “bridged” with Ethan Cramer around gardening on East Linden and with Giselle Constantino around camp scholarships.
· Jeanne Searer “bridged” with four community entities, who would like a table at Cinco de Mayo, with Elizabeth Stinson around grants and with Luis and Sandra.
· Rosemary Malatesta “bridged” with Nina Soto-Ramirez around mediation presentation to the youth at Path Stone.
· Cathy Brison “bridged” with Nicole Bernstein around YMCA scholarships for the youth she will work with and gave Roberta a donation for the animals.
