Bridging the Community was held on Wednesday, January 12, 2011 at Church of the Open Door, 210 S. Broad St., Kennett Square PA at 7 pm on the eve of the aftermath of a cold snowy event, twenty-eight hearty community members were present.  Refreshments were provided by the host, in the Bread of Life Cafe, and Eileen Beck (Realtor & Member of the Church of the Open Door) welcomed the group on behalf of the Church.
The next meeting will be held Wednesday March 9 2011 at the Bayard Taylor Library at 216 E State Street, Kennett Square, Pa at 7pm 
Minutes of Bridging meetings may be accessed on the website:   www.bridgingcommunity.com and a copy of the minutes can be read in the file at the Kennett Library. Bridging the Community meetings are held at different sites every time in order to provide exposure to all segments of the community.
Jeanne Searer and Tom Hoehle welcomed the group and gave an overview of the structure of a Bridging meeting and its guiding principles. The overall context is our living philosophy, reflected by our land’s energy----peaceful, progressive, inclusivity. Bridging reflects this living philosophy. 
The Guiding Principles Follow: 

We will come from the heart—not an obligation

We will work for the community—not personal agendas

We will focus on the potential side—not the issue side

We will keep it a process—not a program with infrastructure

We will value each person’s contribution—not focused on formal hierarchy
New attendees introduced themselves:
· Rob Ellis, new team member from Good Neighbors
· Cecelia Ross, Sen. Chris Ross’ wife

· Dave Walker, The Garage 

· Paul Sapko, Bayard Taylor Memorial Library reference librarian, who will represent the Library at future Bridging meetings.

Other attendees introduced themselves and made their community offerings and requests:

· Kecia McMillian, (Chester County Youth Center at Pocopson) supervises a new alternative program which involves an evening reporting service and is focused on the Coatesville area. In a pilot phase, it is a structured after school program providing life skills, community service, and competencies. She needs assistance identifying potential community service projects for the youth to assist with and volunteers to present programs, enrichment activities and donations. She may be contacted at  kmcmillian@chesco.org
· Paul Schroeder (La Comunidad Hispana) is in charge of the education program. They are in urgent need of 2 more English teachers to teach 5 hours a week from 6:30-9 pm in Kennett and Coatesville. This is a paid position. 
Email: pschroeder@lchps.org 
· Susan Rzucidlo, (Church of the Open Door).  She announced the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau which is organizing a food checkout week. The program seeks 5 Home Economics classed\s to purchase food as part of the exercise. She mentioned that the Bureau also plans food drives. Email: srzrrz@gmail.com
 Michael@susanforpa.com
· Ron Hollenbeck (Habitat for Humanity) reported that construction of 40 homes is underway in West Grove. He also confirmed that Rotary has agreed to provide 100 book bags to Ruth Williams for her youth group. 
Email: Hollenbeck407@msn.com
· Pam Eppinger (Migrant Education) reported that a migrant education Boy Scout troop is planning a winter camping trip.  The need a cold weather sleeping bag and interior frame back pack. Email: PamE@cciu.org
· Nancy Allyon-Ramirez (Sen. Pileggi’s office) announced that the Senator is opening an office in Oxford.  She reported on outreach days in the Kennett Food Cupboard, Oxford Community Services, and La Comunidad Hispana.  She also noted that she is active with Dansa Tenochle, as their choreographer, director and dancer. The group is looking for places to perform a 30-minute program. The group began as a children’s group organized by Sister Jane to teach Mexican folk dancing and the group has grown up with most dancers in their mid 20s.
Email:  nayllon@pasen.gov
· Kathy Hrenko (After the Bell) announced that the next class cycle for the volunteer-led program for middle school students begins on Jan. 25 2011.  Volunteers are always needed to present programs. The time commitment is as little as 1 hour a week for 6 weeks, and can make a difference in the quality of youth for middle school students. Email: afterthebell@kcsd.org
· Bob Whitlock (Good Neighbors) reminded the group that he is seeking volunteers to repair homes, and homes in need of repair. Email: rhw@vet.upenn.edu
· Hillary Holland (Brandywine River Museum) announced that the Museum is reaching out to invite the community to visit.  A new policy has been set with free admission offered on Sunday mornings.  The cost of admission should never be an obstacle.   Email: hholland@brandywine.org
· Kristina Smith (Time Bank of Kennet Square) announced that a silent auction to benefit the time bank is planned at Holly Peters Gallery. Donated items are needed. She also reported that the Singles Networking group has 101 fans on Facebook and is planning an outing on Jan. 23 at Iceline. 
            Email: artwaves@hotmail.com
· Holly Favino (Amnion Crisis Pregnancy Center) told the group that their counseling service provides assistance, parenting education and support. They had 800 client visits last year.  She requested donations of size 3 and 4 diapers to be distributed to their clients. Email: hfavino@amnion.org
· Rep. Ross (Pennsylvania State Senator) wanted the group to know that his office is available for state-related issues.  He attends Bridging meetings to hear about community issues. Email: cross@pahousegop.com
crocrossss@pahousegop.com
· Pam Carter (Martin Luther King Community Breakfast) reported that the breakfast is on Jan. 17. While tickets are sold out, the community is invited to attend the Day of Sharing celebration at 6 pm when the Food Cupboard will be stocked with new food donations. Email: pamelahcarter@comcast.net
· Jeanne Searer (Casa Guanajuato) announced the committee will meet Jan.21 to begin planning for Cinco de Mayo. Email: jeannecrew491@hotmail.com
· Dave Walker (The Garage) announced The Garage is reactivating The Huddle group for Middle School young men. The group is organized to teach the young men to avoid trouble and “expect greatness.” The Garage also operates “Girl Talk,” a similar program for young women. 
Email: dave.walker@garageyouthcenter.org
· Elizabeth Roche (Prudential Realtors) announced that she has recently moved into the neighborhood near the church.  Email: Elizabeth.Roche@prufoxroach.com
The group then “bridged” and following are the bridges that were shared:

· Ron Hollenbeck “bridged” with Kecia McMillian about community service hours and Good Neighbor needs.

· Stacey Kucera, Kennett Food Cupboard “bridged” with Pam Carter for Day of Sharing. 
· Holly Favino reported that many people offered diapers including Kathy Hrenko.

· Pam Eppinger “bridged” with Jeanne Searer about camping equipment, Sen. Ross about unemployment questions and Dave Walker about The Garage.

· Kris Smith “bridged” with Dave Haradon and Hillary Holland about the Time Bank. Elizabeth may have donations for the auction, and talked with Nancy about the dance group.

· Bob Whitlock “bridged” with Ron about Rotary assistance, Nancy about assistance and Sen. Ross about where to send information.

· Kathy Hrenko “bridged” with Susan about providing cooking classes, Nancy about a Latin dance class for her program, Holly for diapers, Rotary involvement with the Food Cupboard and reported that Elizabeth’s daughter signed up AFTB.
· Kecia McMillian “bridged” with Susan Rzucidlo, Good Neighbors, Habitat, LCH.

· Paul Schroeder “bridged” with Nancy Ayllon and Jeanne Searer about Spanish teachers.

