Bridging the Community was held on Wednesday, November 10, 2010 at Kaolin Mushroom Farms Inc. 649 South St. Kennett Square, PA 19348 at 7:00pm with forty-eight happy community members present.  Cookies and coffee were enjoyed during the meeting, and a pack of white button mushrooms was sent home with each person.  

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 12, 2011 at Church of the Open Door, 120 S. Broad St., Kennett Square, PA at 7pm. Minutes of Bridging meetings may be accessed on the web site:  www.bridgingcommunity.com or a copy of the minutes at the Kennett Library.   Bridging the Community meetings are held different sites every time---to provide exposure to all segments of the community. 
Joan Holliday welcomed everyone and Jeanne Searer gave an overview of the structure of a Bridging meeting.  Joan led everyone in a moment of silence in appreciation for the contribution that the mushroom industry brings to our community.

Joan Holliday gave an overview of the framework for Bridging and Rosemary Malatesta shared the Guiding Principles.  The overall context is our living philosophy, reflected by our land's energy - peaceful, progressive, inclusivity.  “Bridging” reflects this living philosophy.  Articles about Kennett’s work may be found in The Path of Potential.Web site: www.pathofpotential.org)

Following are the Guiding Principles:

We will come from the heart----not an obligation
We will work for community---not personal agendas

We will focus on the potential side----not the issue side

We will keep it a process---not a program with infrastructure

We will value each person’s contribution---not focused on formal hierarchy
The “Bridging” community process has started in Avon Grove Area.  They are calling it Connecting Community.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, December 02, 2010. They will meet bi-monthly, the first Thursday in February, April, June, August, October, and December at a different site. 

Elaine Marnell (Human Resource at Kaolin Mushroom Farms Inc.) told us about the business at the site where we were meeting---Kaolin Mushroom Farms Inc., which is the fourth largest mushroom farm in the country.  They produce a million pounds of mushrooms weekly.  Kaolin has 750 employees and several sites within a seven mile radius. The Pia family is moving into its fourth generation of this family-run business, which  is 100% private.  The families who serve the business come from Moroleon, Guanajuato, Mexico, The Garment Capital of the World.  
New attendees introduced themselves:

· Elizabeth Roche (Fox & Roach, REALTORS) told us that she has moved to the Kennett area recently.  She has three children in the school system and is interested in knowing more about the community.  Email:  Elizabeth.Roche@prufoxroach.com
· Lisa Anderson (new resident to Kennett) told us that Pam Carter invited her.  She is a broker for insurances and works for New England Phoenix Services.  
            Email:  Lisag_anderson@verizon.net
· Robyn Slater (CCHD Emergency Preparedness) told us that she has educational resources for groups for Emergency Preparedness.  There is a conference on 11/15/10 in Montgomery County for managing persons with chronic illness during a disaster.  She is hoping to meet with groups and give educations in our area.  Email:  robyn@phmc.org
· Ethan Cramer (lives on Garfield Street now for 3 years) is currently working with Study Buddies on East Linden St. and previously was a community organizer in Wilmington, DE.  Email:  curay.cramer@yahoo.com
· Luz Garzon (CCHD Dental Outreach) told us that she helps vulnerable clients receive dental care services.  She also provides dental education for the broader community.  Email:  lgarzon@chesco.org
· Martin Reber (London Grove Meeting & Scouting) told us that London Grove Meeting will hold a joint event with Greater Works Ministries on 12/05/10 at 6:30pm with a potluck dinner, then a joint Christmas caroling.  All community members are welcome.  London Grove has a one-half day Kindergarten and has scholarships.  He also is encouraging community groups to remember that Eagle Scouts, as well as the high school Girl Scouts, who are looking for community service projects. 

Email:  mreber@hotmail.com
· Lindsey Sweet (Immigration Lawyer for Murphy Law Firm in West Chester) told us that she was one of the original youth to attend Bridging the Community in 1998.  She helped with Study Buddies at 2nd Baptist Church and also worked for Migrant Education.  She saw the need to support her clients through pursuing immigration law.  She hopes to provide the help that her dream holds.  Email: lindseydulce@gmail.com
· Manuel Ibarra Gomez (Migrant Education Program) works with the KMS and KHS migrant students.  He will be accompanying 40 students, who will visit Penn State this week-end.  He is looking for community projects for students.  Email:  manueli@cciu.org
· Latoya Meyers (MCH Community Outreach Coordinator) told us that she is also a youth, who attended KHS, volunteered in the community and is back to contribute to the community in a professional role.  She is looking for blankets for newborns for MCH clients.  She told us about the Health Fair to be held at 301 E. Linden St., Kennett on 11/13/10 from 10:00 to noon.  There will be free cholesterol, diabetic and anemia testing and flu shots, as well as health educational displays.  Community members are welcome.
Email:  latmeg12@gmail.com
Other attendees introduced themselves and made their community offerings and requests:

· Tom Hammer (East Linden Street Study Buddies) told us that he has been leading the Study Buddies on East Linden Street since September 2010.  The K-8th grade students meet from 4-5Pm with tutors supporting the students.  More tutors needed!

Tom also has helped start the Kennett Time Bank---a way to use your skills and bank hours for services you may need.  Check out the web site:  http://kennett-timebank.org
Tom’s Email:  thammer302@yahoo.com
· Bill Pugh (proud Father of Lindsey Sweet; HWFSCC Board Member; MacIntyre Associates, Inc) told us that there are HWFSCC scholarships available to persons pursuing professions in the health care field.  Applications are on line at: http://hwfscc.org   Bill’s email:  WDP123@aol.com
· Ally Rose (The Garage Youth Center) told us that on 11/13/10 from 4-10pm there will be events with 6 bands throughout the day to support Haiti.  Donations are requested.  

The Garage will host a Holiday Silent Auction on 12/04/10---Tickets $25
Ally also facilitates GIRL TALK---currently they are discussing, “Christmas on a Budget”---looking for yarn and needles for Christmas gifts. 

Email:  ally.rose@garageyouthcenter.org
· Pam Carter (Anson B Nixon Park) told us about the new trail that has been cleared by Longwood Professionals and Rotary---an easy access to the park from East Linden Street.  They also are developing 2011 Park programs.  They are looking for more participation by the Hispanics in the area for their Trout Rodeo.  Email:  pamelahcarter@comcast.net
· Jackie Maas (ED/Tick Tock Day Early Learning Center) told us that they will be holding a Free Flu clinic on Tuesday, November 30th.  They also have families, who could be “adopted” for Christmas gifts this year.  She is looking for an apartment for an employee, who is working part-time and needs a place within the next month.  She has material and thread for any group, who would like to make cultural costumes from 2-4 year olds.

Email:  ticktock@kennett.net
· Claudia Turner (Education Coordinator for Path Stone) told us about the many programs that Path Stone has for rural agricultural workers---including Head Start/Child Care, a Food Bank, job training and placement, after-school tutoring etc.  She also told us that they now have transportation funding for their Head Start Program.  

Email:  cturner@pathstone.org
· Ruth Williams (2nd Baptist Church) told us that she is collecting canned food items for Thanksgiving baskets to give to Kennett Area seniors.  She also has a 22 year old granddaughter, who would like to volunteer with a deaf student, as she is a graduate of the Philadelphia School of the Deaf.  Email:  marvinwilliams1960@verizon.net
· Christine Skrypzak, (Health Coach) told us that she is a health counselor, who has currently joined with Kennett Chiropractic Center to put on three educational programs, which can be viewed free at:  www.fitmommyin15.com  For the first program:  http://escapethesugarmatrix.eventbrite.com
Email:  phillyhealthcoach@me.com  302-584-6541

· Ron Hollenbeck (Longwood Rotary & Habitat for Humanity) told us that he is helping collect food items for the Kennett Food Bank with the Rotary.  He also told us the good news from Habitat for Humanity--- 6 homes are under construction in Coatesville, with 34 left to go, and now Habitat has purchased property in West Grove, which will be a site for 40 more affordable homes.  Volunteers needed.  Email:  Hollenbeck407@msn.com
· John McKean (Habitat for Humanity) added that the Habitat homes will be LEED certified or “green friendly.” Email:  john@hfhcc.org
· Kristen White introduced her 7 year old daughter, Celay, who was the youngest “Bridger”  Email: Whitekristenlynne@yahoo.com
· Casey Jones (Transformation Ministries) told us about the weekly E- Update and Calendar of Events, which are now available at www.arcofchestercounty.org/arconnections.html
Community non-profit groups may also email Casey to have event announcements included in the information at bps461@msn.com
He told us that this is the final of this month’s workshops, part of a new, free multi-faceted Road to Employment initiative unveiled recently by the Chester County Workforce Investment Board (WIB), will be held Thursday, November 18, at the Exton Mall.  Casey would like to expand this effort into Southern Chester County and is looking for partners.  Email:  bps461@msn.com
He also told us about Malachi Dads Program:  The Chester County chaplain is seeking churches, faith-based organizations and individuals to help create a strong family support network for fathers, the fatherless and families within communities, both within and outside the prison.  Contact Chaplain Crans at:  jackccgm@aol.com
· Joan Holliday (CCHD Public Health Nurse) told the group that on 11/13/10 at 1:00pm that there will be a dedication of the UGGRR mural at Daryl Hall’s D& B Haircuttery, 120 S. Willow St., Kennett with several community groups attending.  All are welcome.  Also, Joan told of a woman, who is seeking employment in the field of counseling---she has her Masters, experience in the field, and speaks some Spanish---contact Joan.  Email:  dochollisv@aol.com
· Kristina Smith (Community Member) told us about the Sheik Holiday Party for Singles over 35 years old on 12/10/10 at 7 pm at the Antique building---across from the YMCA.
They are looking for bands to donate their time.  Attendees will be asked to make a small donation.  Phone:  484-732-8576  Email:  artwaves@hotmail.com and www.facebook.com/brandywinequery
· Jeanne Searer (Casa Guanajuato) told us that here will be a 100 year celebration of the Mexican Revolution on 11/10/10 at 6pm at First Baptist Church, State St., Kennett.  There also will be a La Posada Christmas Mexican Celebration on 12/18/10 at 6pm, starting at 311 Meredith St., Kennett.  Email: jeannecrew491@hotmail.com     
· Megan Beach (The Peacemaker Center) told us that she is a therapist at a Counseling Center located at 321 E. Cypress St., Kennett Square, PA.  They are open to referrals and have a sliding scale fee.  They have 15 faith-based counselors.  Phone:  610-883-7760.  Email:  meganbeach@verizon.net
· Lenda Carrillo (Kennett Area YMCA Outreach) told us that the YMCA is offering one day on Monday, 11/15/10, where a person can join the YMCA for $1.00 vs $120.  Applicants still need to pay for the first month’s membership at this time.  Any and all community members are invited to join.  Email:  lcarrillo@ymcabwv.org
· Luis Tlaseca (CATA—Farm Workers Union)  told of a workshop to be held on 11/18/10 at 4pm at 220 Birch St., Kennett to learn about rights related to crime convictions.  Call 610-444-0606.  Email:  catakennettsq@yahoo.com
The group then mingled and “bridged.”  Following are the “bridges” that were shared:

· Ron Hollenbeck “bridged” with Ruth Williams around book bags from the Rotary

· Lindsey Sweet “bridged” with several persons and groups around working together on the immigration issue.

· Claudia Turner “bridged” with Megan Beech around their counseling services and doing a parent training; with Luz Garzon around a dental education and with the knitting group.

· Anne Humes told us about their knitting group at Kendal, so she “bridged” with the Garage Youth Center around providing needles and yarn for their GIRL TALK group.

· Ally Carter “bridged” with Lindsey Sweet around speaking to the GIRL TALK group about her path to becoming an immigration lawyer.

· Elizabeth Roche “bridged” with Lisa Anderson, as new residents of Kennett, and with John McKean around volunteering with Habitat for Humanity.
· Casey Jones “bridged” with Cathy Brison and Ruth Williams around posters for the unemployment workshop; Path Stone around their newsletter; Robyn Slater around Disaster Preparedness and others.
· Ruth Williams “bridged” with Rosemary Malatesta around receiving canned goods for the senior Thanksgiving baskets.

· Latoya Meyers “bridged” with Jackie Maas, who will provide some infant blankets for MCH program.

· Martin Reber “bridged” with Casey Jones around the unemployment workshop and encouraged meeting with Susan Rzucidlo, who held workshop for the unemployed during her political campaign.  He also “bridged” with John McKean around scouts getting involved in Habitat for Humanity.
· Pam Carter “bridged” with Lenda Carrillo, who reminded her that she helped recruit Hispanic youth for the Fishing Rodeo in the past, and she will again do this.
· Joan Holliday “bridged” with Manuel Ibarra Gomez around a KHS student who needs eye glasses; with Habitat for Humanity having a project for MLK Day of Caring on 01/17/10.  She also expressed appreciation for Lindsey Sweet and Latoya Meyers returning to the community and “giving back”.
· Diana Rarig “bridged” with Lindsey Sweet around holding an immigration education community forum related to the Dream Act legislation.
