Bridging the Community was held on Wednesday, September 09, 2010 at 112 E. State St., Kennett Square, PA at 7pm with forty invested community members present.  

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 10, 2010 at Kaolin Mushroom, 
649 South St., Kennett Square, PA at 7pm. Minutes of Bridging meetings may be accessed on the web site:  www.bridgingcommunity.com or a copy of the minutes at the Kennett Library.   Bridging the Community meetings are held different sites every time---to provide exposure to all segments of the community. 
Tom Hoehle welcomed everyone and gave an overview of the structure of a Bridging meeting.  Tom led everyone in a moment of silence.  Joan Holliday wished our Jewish community members a “Happy New Year!” Joan reminded everyone that Bridging meetings provide an umbrella for each and all community members---no advocacy of one political party.  

Jeanne Searer gave an overview of the framework for Bridging and Joan Holliday shared the Guiding Principles.  The overall context is our living philosophy, reflected by our land's energy - peaceful, progressive, inclusivity.  “Bridging” reflects this living philosophy.  Articles about Kennett’s work may be found in The Path of Potential.Web site: www.pathofpotential.org)

Following are the Guiding Principles:

We will come from the heart----not an obligation
We will work for community---not personal agendas

We will focus on the potential side----not the issue side

We will keep it a process---not a program with infrastructure

We will value each person’s contribution---not focused on formal hierarchy
The “Bridging” community process has started in Avon Grove Area.  They are calling it Connecting Community.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, October 07, 2010. They will meet bi-monthly, the first Thursday in February, April, June, August, October, and December at a different site. 
Jessie Cocks told us about the site where we were meeting.  The Kennett Paper was recently located here for about a decade and J.J. Newberry, a 5-10 cent store, was located here for many years.  Jessie said she remembers shopping at Newberry and can still picture some of the old setting. She welcomed everyone, expressing the spirit of inclusivity.
New attendees introduced themselves:
· Brian Gill (Community member) told us that he just graduated from Franklin & Marshall college and also had spent time in Costa Rica---He majored in biology and speaks Spanish.  Email:  gillsummit@aol.com
· David Conolly (Community member) is new to the area.  He is Bob Thomas’s son-in-law.  He told us about HELP-PORTRAIT, which is a community volunteer effort with the purpose of giving time and photos to families in need.  Kennett community members may get involved.  Website:  http://community.help-portrait.com/group/chestercountypa
            Email:  burrellboom911@gmail.com
· Amanda Galloway (ED Chester County Community Gardens) told us that she is new to the role and is looking forward to building neighborhoods and community through gardening—processes of beautifying and planting of food gardens.  She is open to hearing about new projects to become involved in.  Email:  gardenscc@gmail.com
· Jen Lewis (ED of Together for Education) told us that TFE is a non-profit, which recruits tutors, mentors and other volunteers to support the Kennett area elementary and middle schools. She is looking for volunteers.  Email:  Jlewis@tfed.org
· Vickie Malthaner (Kennett Presbyterian Church) told us that she would like to learn about the community volunteer opportunities to promote at her church.
 Email:  jmalthaner@aol.com
· Claudia Turner (Education Coordinator for Path Stone) told us that she and her husband have lived in the area for 35 years.  She spoke about the many programs that PathStone has for rural agricultural workers---including child care, a food bank, job training and placement, after-school tutoring etc.  Email:  cturner@pathstone.org
· Ron Turner (Community member) told us that he is a tutor at Lincoln University.  
            Email:  Turner.Ronald@gmail.com
· Tom Hammer (Community member) told us that he is the new Education Coordinator for

     Study Buddies for Historic East Linden Street Project.  The tutoring takes place every

     Wednesdays from 4-6pm at Bethel AME Church.  Volunteer tutors are needed.  

He also told us about the Kennett Area Time Bank, which consists of people taking turns helping each other.  Email:  thammer302@yahoo.com, or http://kennett-timebank.org/
Other attendees introduced themselves and made their community offerings and requests:

· Ron Hollenbeck (Longwood Rotary) told us that he is looking for community Rotary projects.  He also is a member of Habitat for Humanity and told us about 45 homes to be built in Coatesville, adjacent to the other 20 homes they built.  Volunteers needed.  Email:  Hollenbeck407@msn.com
· Susan Rzucidlo (Candidate for PA House of Representatives) told us about the number one issue she is experiencing as a candidate is employment.  She is sponsoring a free Community Job Fair, which will be an opportunity for companies to seek employees and for job seekers to connect with a new job, find new resources and investigate new options.  It will take place on 9/21/10 from 10-2pm at The Italian-American Club, 30 Ways Lane, Kennett.  To reserve a table email:  Michael@susanforpa.com
· Kecia McMillian (Chester County Youth Center) told us about the life skills and career development program for young men under house arrest.  The program will start with Coatesville young men, but would like to expand to women and the entire county.  Volunteers needed. Email:  kmcmillian@chesco.org  Phone:  610-793-5910 x5028

· Cathy Brison (Kennett Area YMCA) told us about the Free Fitness Program for Adult Cancer Patients and, Achieve Your Goals program, which promotes fitness and proper nutrition. Email: Cabrisonmm@aol.com
· Jackie Maas (ED Tick Tock Early Learning Center) promoted the value of attending a Bridging meeting and told us about the “bridge” she made with PathStone at the last meeting and the help she received for a teen mother.  Tick Tock is having its annual fundraiser, golf tournament on 09/21/10.  She is looking for businesses, who would like to advertise.    Email: ticktock@kennett.net 

· Rosa Garza-Moore (ED at The Garage Youth Center) told us about the Blood Drive that will be held at the Garage on 9/16/29 from 1-7pm.  One donation of blood saves 3 lives! 

She also told us about their Parenting Workshop, in partnership with Migrant Education, which will be offered in October and February.  A student from the Garage Youth Center told us about Hands Across the Ages---an inter-generational workshop for 10 weeks, which will bring together youth with seniors. Email: rosa.moore@garageyouthcenter
· Rosemary Gill (President-Elect for the Longwood Rotary) presented two checks to the community from the Rotary--One check to the Garage Youth Center for Hands Across the Ages program and one to Historic East Linden Project for the GALA.  Rosemary explains that the Rotary has money to donate and also looks for projects to assist in the community.  Email:  gillsummit@aol.com or George Gowen at refmin@verizon.net
· Ruth Williams (2nd Baptist Church) thanked the Longwood Rotary for the money donated this summer for book bags and school supplies for youth that she tutored.  She introduced her husband, Rev. Marvin T. Williams.  Email: marvinwilliams1960@verizon.net
· Jessie Cocks (Kennett Borough Council and more) told us about the Spirituality & Healing Conversations at Kennett Friends meeting 9/17/; 10/08; 11/12/ and 12/3rd led by Rev. Patrick Seyler.  She also promoted Hands Across the Ages----She is recruiting teens and adults over 55 years to participate.  Email for Jessie Cocks: jessiecocks@verizon.net or pastorjpseyler@verizon.net
Jessie told us about the Training for Change workshops offered by “ invitation-only” to community leaders by MLK Community Advocates.  The topics include “Class Bias and Racism. 
Jessie invited community members to the monthly COSECHA meetings, held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.  This group partners and networks around children and youth programs. Contact Laurie Szoke if you would like to attend the meetings: las7@psu.edu
· Casey Jones (Transformation Initiative) told us about the weekly E- Update and Calendar of Events, which are now available at www.arcofchestercounty.org/arconnections.html
Community non-profit groups may also email Casey to have event announcements included in the information at bps461@msn.com
Casey is looking for community volunteers to help with the Chester County prison mission of mentoring men and women, who will be returning to the community.

He also announced that there will be a day for dropping off old meds to prevent abuse or environmental contamination on 9/25/10 from 10 to 2pm at the Coatesville Police Department.  No questions asked.  Email: bps451@msn.com
· Theresa Bass (ED of Historic East Linden Street Project/H.E.L.P.) told us about the GALA, the annual street tour and dinner fundraiser for home restoration and street youth programs.  It will take place on 9/25/10 from 4-8pm.  Theresa has tickets to sell.  
Email:  trbass15@aol.com
· Kathy Hrenko (After the Bell) told us that they are recruiting volunteers for the after-school enrichment programs held at the Kennett middle school.  The requirement is one hour a week for six weeks.  They hold three cycles a year.  She also told us to view the photography exhibit at the Paper Market on West State St. through the month of September; it is the work of the After the Bell students.  Email:  afterthebell@kcsd.org
· Jeanne Searer (Casa Guanajuato) told us about the Mexican 200th Anniversary Celebration of Independence Day to be held at Friends Meeting, 125 W. Sickle St. on 9/16/10 from 6-8:30pm.  There will be a Spanish presentation and discussion about Independence Day at the Kennett Area YMCA on 9/17/10 and 11/19/10 at 7pm.  The Chester County Historical Society will give an English presentation on 9/22/10 at 225 N. High Street, West Chester at 7pm.

Sign-up for Jeanne’s diet program---this helped her lose 80 pounds and keep them off.
The next group starts 10/20/10.

The 2010 Bazaar at the Kennett Area Senior Center will be held on 10/22/10 from 9 to 6pm and 10/23/10 from 9am to 2pm. 

Church of the Advent will have Jazz Vespers honoring Brubeck on Sunday, 10/24 from 3-4pm.  It asks for a free will offering to sponsor a worthy cause.

Jeanne’s Email: jeannecrew491@hotmail.com   
· Iris Coloma-Gaines (Lawyer) told us that she assists agricultural workers with employment issues.  Contact phone number for clients:  1-888-541-1544.  She also is available at the Kennett Area Senior Center on Mondays.  Call above number or 

215-981-1800 or email:  iris@philalegal.org
· Hannah Johnston (Business Labor Relations Agent) told us that there will be a workshop on Workman’s Compensation on 09/6/10.  Email:  admin@kwunion.org
· Pam Carter (Anson B Nixon Park) told us about the events in September at the park:

On 9/18/10 there will be a Sky Tour---with telescope at 7:45pm

On 9/19/10 there will be “Bark in the Park” with dogs performing and community members walking their dogs.

On 9/23/10 there will be a forum held at the Kennett Fire Company at 6pm to explore community ideas for use of old buildings on the 106 acre park.
On 9/25/10 there will be a Family Fun Fest from 11am to 6pm.  

Email:  pamelahcarter@comcast.net
· Kristina Smith (Community Member) told us about the success she has had on connecting single adults over 35 years through events and on Face book.  She organizes a monthly event.  She still is looking for work in marketing.  Phone:  484-732-8576  

Email:  artwaves@hotmail.com and www.facebook.com/brandywinequery
The group then mingled and “bridged.”  Following are the “bridges” that were shared:
· Jeanne Searer “bridged” with Iris Colona-Gaines around Casa Guanajuato, with Jessie Cocks around the weight loss program and with several persons around the Celebration of Mexican Independence.
· Joan Holliday “bridged” with Amanda Galloway and Rev. and Ruth Williams around creating a community event, which would plant permanent bushes beneath the mural that is being painted on the D&B Haircuttery building.

· Susan Rzucidlo “bridged” with several people around the Community Job Fair, and she is exploring ways that small businesses can advertise their businesses.

· Kecia McMillian “bridged” with Tom Hammer around the Time Bank for the Chester County Youth Center home residents and with Rev. Williams and Vickie Malthaner around recruiting volunteers for the prison ministry at their churches.
· Cathy Brison “bridged” with Anna Anderson around the Free Fitness Program for Adult Cancer Patients and with Patricia Quinn around pool therapy support for her son.
· Jen Lewis from Together for Education “bridged” with Kathy Hrenko around ways to partner with After the Bell, with David Conolly around HELP-PORTRAIT,  and with Amanda Galloway around community gardening.
· Ron Hollenbeck “bridged” with Pam Carter around the buildings at Anson B Nixon Park, and with Ruth Williams and Rosemary Gill around presentations for funds at the Longwood Rotary.
· Amanda Galloway “bridged” with Ron Hollenbeck around the Habitat for Humanity ground breaking in Coatesville and ways to support gardening for the 40 units and with Jeanne Searer around the Jazz Concert.
· Jessie Cocks “bridged” with Jeanne Searer around weight loss program, with Kristina Smith around the Bark in the Park event.
· Tom Hoehle “bridged” with Rosa Quintana, the new social worker at La Comunidad Hispana.  Rosa has returned to the community after graduating from KHS and receiving a BS in Social Work and a MSW.  Rosa is recruiting volunteers for mentoring youth to keep them in school.  Rosa thanked the Longwood Rotary for their donation to buy tables for the bay scales at Project Salud.
· Kristina Smith “bridged” with David Conolly around H.E.L.P. portrait, Ron Turner with contacts at Lincoln University and was told by Hannah Johnston that she could always pick mushrooms, as she looks for a job.
· Pam Eppinger from Migrant Ed “bridged” with Claudia Turner around child care and with Jen Lewis from Together for Education around recruiting mentors.
· David Conolly “bridged” with Claudia Turner at PathStone about photographs for Mexican families to send back to Mexico and with others to partner in the photography process.
· Claudia Turner ‘bridged” with Anna Anderson about donating her child care items to their Migrant Head Start; “bridged” with Jackie Maas around child care applicants, who do not have funds for Tick Tock; “bridged” with Iris Colona-Gaines around speaking at a Parent’s meeting and “bridged” with Joan Holliday around giving a preventive health presentation to the child care employees.
· Sylvia Barrios “bridged” with Brian Gill around presenting information about his Costa Rica trip to Upland Country Day 9th graders; with Jackie Maas around her two daughters reading in Spanish to Upland County Day students and with Brian Gill reading in Spanish to the students.
