Bridging the Community was held on Wednesday, July 14, 2010 at Willowdale Chapel, 675 Unionville Rd., Kennett Square at 7pm with forty-five friendly community members present.  

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 08, 2010 at the Democrat Office 
at 112 E State St., Kennett Square, PA at 7pm. Minutes of Bridging meetings may be accessed on the web site:  www.bridgingcommunity.com or a copy of the minutes at the Kennett Library.   Bridging the Community meetings are held different sites every time---to provide exposure to all segments of the community. 
Tom Hoehle welcomed everyone and gave an overview of the structure of a Bridging meeting.  Jim Conkle, Willowdale Chapel Outreach Director, told us that their church believes in community outreach, which matches with the Bridging process.  They always are seeking partners in community work, and work closely with The Garage Youth Center, Good Neighbors and Amnion Pregnancy Crisis Center.  In the fall, they have one day where 250 volunteers do projects around the community. He led us in a prayer.  He left to join his wife on their 20th wedding anniversary---applause!
Joan Holliday gave an overview of the framework for Bridging and Jeanne Searer shared the Guiding Principles.  The overall context is our living philosophy, reflected by our land's energy - peaceful, progressive, inclusivity.  “Bridging” reflects this living philosophy.  Each person received a copy of the article---“A Town’s Living Philosophy-Bridge to Community Potential” from The Path of Potential—Becoming.  (Web site: www.pathofpotential.org)

Everyone received a copy of “Mushrooming of Miracles” written in 2003.

Following are the Guiding Principles:

We will come from the heart----not an obligation
We will work for community---not personal agendas

We will focus on the potential side----not the issue side

We will keep it a process---not a program with infrastructure

We will value each person’s contribution---not focused on formal hierarchy
The “Bridging” community process has started in Avon Grove Area.  They are calling it Connecting Community.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, August 05, 2010  They will meet bi-monthly, the first Thursday in February, April, June, August, October, and December at a different site.  Web site to be announced.

New attendees introduced themselves:

· Bob Kane (Congressman Joe Pitts Office) told us that Joe Pitts is proud of Kennett Square and of the community work that is being accomplished.  
Email:  Bob.Kane@Mail.House.gov
· Lois Herr (Democrat for Congress) told us that she believes in a community that cares, listens and is “here for each other”.  She expressed an appreciation of the Bridging process, which she had attended a previous time. Email:  herrlk@me.com
· Sandy Smith (Volunteer for Lois Herr) told us that she appreciates a community, which works together.  Email: Sandysmilthte@yahoo.com
· Megan Beach (The Peacemaker Center) told us that she is a therapist at a Counseling Center located at 321 E. Cypress St., Kennett Square, PA.  They are open to referrals and have a sliding scale fee.  Phone:  610-883-7760.  Email:  meganbeach@verizon.net
· Jeremiah Kauffman told us that the Garage Youth Center in West Grove has received zoning approval and hopes to start in the fall.  They need architectural help and funds for the renovations.  Email:  jeremiah@garageyouthcenter.org
· Marliessa Armentrout (The Hood Work Specialist) told us that her agency serves Chester County Youth from 16-21 years old to help them enter the work force.  They are located at 530 E. Union St., West Chester, PA  They would like to develop more SCC participation in their programs. Email: marmentroutthehood@live.com
· Cheryl Meyers & Ginny Huestis (Church of the Open Door) told us that they have a New Horizon ministry, which teaches English to Hispanic women.  They provide child care during the classes.  They also teach computer classes, and after one year of tutoring, donate a used computer to each woman.  They are looking for used computers to donate.  Email:  cherylmyers1946@comcast.net
· Bob Thomas (A retired Pastor) with New Life Ministries will go to Montrouis, Haiti in August to assist the people in expanding their Pre-K to 3rd grade school to include twelve grades.  He is looking for donations to help finish the school---for 2,400 bags of cement.  Sylvia Barreiro will also be going on the trip. Email: CThomas487@aol.com
· Katrina Campbell (New Graduate from Messiah College) is looking for ways to get involved in the community through volunteering in tutoring in Spanish and English.  She found Bridging through the web site.  Email:  KC1256@messiah.edu
· Izayah Rivera (5 month old) attended his first Bridging meeting.  He and his mother are an example of Kennett’s supportive community.  Five different persons helped babysit him, so teen mother could attend high-school.  The mother now works in the summer youth job program and volunteers in the community.  Contact Patti Olenik:  Email: pattiolenik@verizon.net
Other attendees introduced themselves and made their community offerings and requests:

· Patrick Seyler (Lutheran Pastor) shared the following information:  1) On Wednesday, 7/21/10 at 7pm at Kennett Friends Meeting, there will be an Educational Forum on Immigration.  Panelists will be: Andy Dinniman, Chris Ross, Steve Glassman (PHRC) and Susan Kim (PICC) will present with Mayor Matt Fetick and Former Mayor Leon Spencer as Facilitators.  Public is encouraged to attend.  Email:  pastorjpseyler@verizon.net  
2) COSECHA—A partnering group around children and youth programs continues to offer programs to the community, and seek partners.  Contact Laurie Szoke: las7@psu.edu
3)  Sign-up for Patrick Seyler’s Beginner Spanish Class, starting in September.

4)  There will be a Ministerium effort focused on young men, who drop out of school---leading to a Men’s Summit next year.  For more information:  Phone:  610-444-6333; 
Email: pastorjpseyler@verizon.net  
·  Jessie Cocks (Kennett Borough Council and more) told us that she has been asked to be a member of the Chester County Aging Advisory Board.  She also told us about her participation in Inter Gen, promoting inter-generational housing and community processes and about the Hands Across the Ages program, to be presented in the fall with the Garage Youth and the KASC.  She also told us that she had brochures from the Family Center, 637 Millers Hill, Kennett, which has openings for families with children under 5 years of age for promotion of early childhood development.  The program is open to all vulnerable families of all race and ethnic backgrounds.  Email for Jessie Cocks: jessiecocks@verizon.net   Email for Family Center: ksfamilycenter@ccmchc.org
· Kecia McMillian (Chester County Youth Center) told us that she has recently started a new job at the Center, where she will lead a program for young men under house arrest.  The program will start with Coatesville youth, but would like to expand to the entire county.  She is looking for volunteers.  Email:  kmcmillian@chesco.org   

Phone:  610-793-5910 x5028.

· Casey Jones (Transformation Initiative) currently is emphasizing Re-Entry Programs.  

1) He told us about the faith-based effort of Jack Krantz, who is helping re-unite fatherless children with their fathers in prison, or other locations.  Volunteers welcome.
2) He encouraged interested community members to check-out the Family Development Credentialing Program offered by the County.  It is free and gives 7 college credits.
3) Unemployed and underemployed persons seeking education and training, resume and effective cover letter writing, and career planning workshops, along with employment assistance for veterans, ex-offenders and persons with disabilities are offered by the Pennsylvania Department of Labor Career Link at its office in Coatesville and at the Chester County Library in Exton.
4)  QPR---Youth Suicide Prevention Program is offered as a workshop.  Suicides in Chester County are up by 50%.  For more information contact Casey at:  bps451@msn.com
5) Software for Chester County Refer Web, an online database of community services, has been updated to provide several new features, including changes in type size for easier reading by persons with low vision, different presentation of categories, enhanced ability to e-mail and print out selected information, and easier ability for organizations to submit initial and updated information. The database is accessible directly at www.referweb.net/chesco, through the Find Help link on the front page of the county at www.chesco.org and through links on front pages of many county governmental department websites. 
If you would like your training information placed on Casey’s E-Update---- bps461@msn.com
· Esther Rochester & Theresa Bass (Historic East Linden Street) told us about the upcoming Block party on East Linden Street on 8/21/10, and the Fifth GALA Fundraiser---tickets are $35.  Both events are designed to enliven the street and bring the town of Kennett to the history of the street, especially the UGRR.  They are proud of the progress made on the street both in housing repair, human and relationship development.  They are looking for participation and volunteers. 

Email Theresa Bass to help out/and or to purchase a GALA ticket: trbass15@aol.com
· Mary Dugan (S.E. Historical Society) told us that they are looking for speakers, who could provide a history of the Hispanic’s entry to the area.  They have heard the history of other groups, but not the Hispanic history.  Email:  maryd@kennett.net
· Salvador Villicana (CCHD HIV Outreach) explained that he does free confidential HIV testing for anyone who wishes to be tested within Chester County.  Email:  svillicana@chesco.org
· Nancy Ayllon-Ramirez (Staff of Senator Dominic Pileggi)  is located at 631 West Baltimore Pike, West Grove, PA 19390.  She is interested in being the voice of bringing key issues to the Senator’s attention. Phone:  610-345-1084.  Email: mayllon@pasen.gov
· Diane Bove (Volunteer Coordinator of the Kennett Garage Youth Center) is looking for a work project to accommodate the summer youth job program.  With the hot temperatures and rain, the work needs to be inside. Email:  diane.bove@garageyouthcenter.org
· Kathy Hrenko (After the Bell) told us that they are recruiting volunteers for the after-school enrichment programs held at the Kennett middle school.  The requirement is one hour a week for six weeks.  Email:  afterthebell@kcsd.org
· Anita O’Connor (ED of Kennett Area Senior Center) told us about the LIFT program, which is a financial literacy program for families experiencing a cycle of poverty.  They need volunteers for one week for nine week program.  Training is given and ongoing support provided by UWSCC.  

She also told us about the Senior Center Annual Fundraiser is on 8/22/10.  They are selling tickets and need volunteers. Email:  aoconnor@kennettseniorcenter.org
· Jeanne Searer (Casa Guanajuato) is offering Mexican History Workshops in September and November.  Email:  jeannecrew491@hotmail.com
The group then mingled and “bridged.”  Following are the “bridges” that were shared:

· John McKean (Habitat for Humanity) “bridged” with the West Grove Garage Youth Center in helping with the renovation of the site.  john@hfhcc.org
· Joan Holliday, PHN “bridged” with Diane Bove, who has a volunteer teacher who will teach Zumba to families, who are trying to lose weight.  She also encouraged the West Grove Garage Youth Center to call the group, who provides home repair help---RAKE.  Joan “bridged” with Anita O’Connor around Hands Across the Ages and ways to develop its potential.  Joan “bridged” with New Life Ministries to give a donation.
· Esther Rochester “bridged” with Tom Hoehle, who will grill hamburgers at the HELP Block Party and he also bought a GALA ticket.

· Jessie Cocks “bridged” with Diane Bove, Esther Rochester, Mary Anderson and Anna Anderson around receiving Spanish lesions.

· Marliessa Armentrout “bridged” with Esther Rochester around bringing food to the HELP Block Party and with Lois Herr around developing a Focus Group to explore ways to bring the HOOD training to SCC.

· Mary Dugan “bridged” with Jeanne Searer and Patrick Seyler, who will identify a speaker for SE Historical Society about the Hispanic history in the area.

· Lois Herr “bridged” with Mary Dugan, whose mothers went to school together---a first meeting.
· Casey Jones “bridged” with many people and will add more people to his E-Update.

· Bob Kane told us that he will “bridge” with any community group, who has written a grant and needs a letter of support from Congressman Joe Pitts.

· Katrina Campbell “bridged” with Kathy Hrenko to volunteer for After the Bell in the fall.

· Kathy Hrenko “bridged” with Megan Beach around their mutual counseling professions and the needs in Kennett.

· Many community members “bridged” with Izayah through giggles and coos.

