Bridging the Community was held on Wednesday, May 12, 2010 at Upland Country Day School, 420 W. Street Rd. Kennett Square at 7pm with fifty-eight caring community members in attendance.  (A bus picked up residents in the town of Kennett)  

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 14, 2010 at Willowdale Chapel, 675 Unionville Rd., Kennett Square, PA at 7pm. Minutes of Bridging meetings may be accessed on the web site:  www.bridgingcommunity.com or a copy of the minutes at the Kennett Library.

Tom Hoehle welcomed everyone and gave an overview of the structure of a Bridging meeting.  Tom led us in a moment of silence, as we honored the public site, where we were meeting.
David Suder (Head Master of Upland Country Day School) told us that the school educates youth from 4 years through 9th grade.  Their approach is the 4 “As”—academics, arts, athletics, and attitude.  They are committed to reaching out to the community.  

Joan Holliday gave an overview of the framework for Bridging and Jeanne Searer shared the guiding principles.  The overall context is our living philosophy, reflected by our land's energy - peaceful, progressive, inclusivity.  “Bridging” reflects this living philosophy.  Each person received a copy of the article---“A Town’s Living Philosophy-Bridge to Community Potential” from The Path of Potential—Becoming.  (Web site: www.pathofpotential.org)

Following are the Guiding Principles:

We will come from the heart----not an obligation
We will work for community---not personal agendas

We will focus on the potential side----not the issue side

We will keep it a process---not a program with infrastructure

We will value each person’s contribution---not focused on formal hierarchy
Joan Holliday announced that a “Bridging” community process has started in Avon Grove Area.  They are calling it Connecting Community.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 3, 2010 at the West Grove Borough Community Room, 117 Rosehill Ave, West Grove, PA (same bldg. as the West Grove Library) They will meet bi-monthly, the first Thursday in February, April, June, August, October, and December at a different site.  Web site to be announced.

New attendees introduced themselves:

· Christine Skrypzak, (Health Coach) told us that she is a health counselor for mothers and families with the mission of helping families eat healthy, sustainable food and engage in fitness activities.   Email:  phillyhealthcoach@me.com  302-584-6541

· Ron Hollenbeck (Longwood Rotary and 11 year resident of Kennett Square) told us that he is involved in two volunteer groups, Habitat for Humanity and a Bereavement Group for children.  He would like to learn about volunteer opportunities for himself and the Rotary at this meeting.  Email:  Hollenbeck407@msn.com
· Jeff Ostroff (Community Member) heard about Bridging through a newspaper article and would like to learn about more volunteer opportunities.  He will be moving to a townhouse in Kennett Square.  Email:  jmostroff@yahoo.com
· Derrick Flax (KHS Garage Youth Center) told us that he is an intern at the Garage Youth Center.  Email ED of Garage—see below.
· Esther Flax (9th Grade KHS Garage Youth Center) also participates in activities at the Garage and does community volunteer work.  Email ED of Garage—see below.

· Rosa Garza Moore (ED of Garage Youth Center) told us that their mission is to “Empower youth to reach their potential.”  They have a wide-range of programs and especially need volunteers for tutoring and mentoring.  There will be another Garage Youth Center in the town of West Grove, opening this summer, if Borough Council approves tonight.  Email:  rosa.moore@garageyouthcenter
· Roberta Eldridge (Community Member) told us that she moved from New York, to retire in this area.  She is a writer and has a passion for animals.  She is looking for ways to engage the community more broadly.  Phone:  484-732-8251

· Denny Van Thuyne (Traumatic Brain Injury TBI) told us his story of his brain injury.  He is a retired Catholic priest, who started the TBI Fellowship of HOPE.  He gives talks about this injury and holds a support group at his new General Store, near the corner of Broad St. and State St.
Email:  TBI.DennyVanThuyne@gmail.com
· Melissa Lemons (St. Michael Lutheran Church) told us that she provides marriage counseling and individual counseling.  Email:  melissalemons@gmail.com
· Kate Uhler (MCH Healthy Start) told us that Healthy Start receives referrals for prenatal, postpartum and infants to provide support during these times of transition.  They also provide Medicaid Health Insurance on Mondays and Tuesdays.  Phone:  610-444-4002  Email:  kuhler@ccmchc.org On a personal note:  Kate’s boyfriend from Peru will be coming to the area in the summer and he is an artist, who provides ecology and environmental workshops combined with art.  She is interested in finding arenas for him to work. She also told us that her mother is starting a Counseling Practice on Cypress St., Kennett Square and that they are looking for a bi-lingual counselor.  

Email:  katlyn.uhler@gmail.com
· Rosemary Gill (Longwood Rotary) told us that she was representing the Longwood Rotary and Andy Jenkins, President.  The Rotary continues to look for projects to be actively involved in the community.  Email: gillsummit@aol.com  

· Kara LaFazia (Kaolin Mushroom) told us that she lives in Delaware, but is working in Kennett and she, her brother and her mother all would like to find volunteer opportunities in Kennett.  She is having “volunteer withdrawal”, as she always was involved in Delaware.  Email:  klafazia@southmill.com  or  karamel73@hotmail.com
· Luis Tlaseca (CATA—Farm Workers Union) told us that they would like to be a part of the broader community.  CATA educates mushroom workers about their worker rights.  They are located at 220 Birch St., Kennett. The Kaolin Workers Union will be voting on their union contract very soon.  On May 20th at 4pm they will be making a presentation about immigration “rights” at 200 Birch St.  Luis brought his friend, Juan Rivera Martinez.  Email:  catakennettsq@yahoo.com
· Hannah Johnston (Mushroom Workers Union Contract Representative) told us that she will be legally representing the workers.  She hopes that the community includes the values of “equitable” and” just” as elements of “good and healthy” food.  Email:  admin@kwunion.org  
· Hilary Holland (Brandywine River Museum) told us that she hopes everyone in the area know the museum is open to them, and that admission should not be a barrier. Phone:  610-388-2700 Email:  hholland@brandywine.org
· Iris Coloma-Gaines (Philadelphia Legal Assistance) told us that she is available for free legal advice around migrant issues related to employment every Monday from 2:30-6:30pm at the Kennett Area Senior Center.  Email:  iris@philalegal.org
· Kristina Smith (Community Member) told us that she has been out of work for one year and is looking for a job in community marketing.  She also has started a Brandywine Query  Singles network.  She invites adult singles to a wine tasting at Flickerwood Wine Cellar on W. State St. on Monday, 5/24/10 from 6:30-9pm.  Phone:  484-732-8576  

Email:  artwaves@hotmail.com and www.facebook.com/brandywinequery
· Laurie Murray and her daughter, Malorie Murray (Upland County Day School) told us that they would like to learn more about volunteer opportunities.  Email:  murraydesignworks@gmail.com and maloriekathleen@gmail.com
Other attendees introduced themselves and made their community offerings and requests:

· Pam Eppinger (Migrant Education) encourages everyone to support the Valor Tournament, which is a soccer outlet for migrant youth.  She also said Boy Scouts is always looking for enrollments and volunteers.  She also told us that First Presbyterian Church of Kennett Square is planning to provide child care, on the First Friday of the month, to help couples, who would like to participate in the Art Strolls.  Email: PamE@cciu.org
· Kecia McMillian (Path Stone) told us about the after-school program for high-school students---help with homework and planning their future careers.  She has 3 requests: 1) Donated used printer for one of her students; 2) TI 8 calculators/new or used; 3) A sponsorship of a $350 Summer Aviation Camp at New Garden for one of her students.  Email:  kmcmillian@pathstone.org and Phone: 610 925 5600. 

· Rosemary Malatesta (Bed & Breakfast Owner/Stebbins-Swayne House, 221 S. Union St., Kennett) told us that the Self-Worth Coalition is hoping to help young people with managing their lives towards self-esteem.  They would like partners and donations.  

Email:  history1842@yahoo.com or NLCotter@myselfworth.org  and check out the web site:  www.MySelfWorth.org
· Jackie Maas (ED Tick Tock Early Learning Center) told us that they now have full enrollment with 92 children.  They would like teen volunteers for the summer and donated gently used toys.  Also the CCIS is open for applications for subsidy for child care for low-income families.  Email: ticktock@kennett.net
· Bob Whitlock (Good Neighbors) told us that their mission to provide “safer, warmer, drier and healthier” homes for low-income families.  They are looking for adult volunteers and also referrals and locations to place their English and Spanish brochures.

Email:  rhw@vet.upenn.edu
· Jessie Cocks (Kennett Borough Council and much more) told us about the series on Spirituality to be held at Kennett Friends Meeting, Union and Sickle St., Kennett starting on May 14, 2010 at 7pm.  To be led by Patrick Seyler.  The follow-up series will be in June, September, October, November and December. Email:  jessiecocks@verizon.net
· Dave Haradon (Historic Kennett Square) told us about the “Beers on Broad Street” fundraiser to be held on 6/5/10.  He also told us that the final vote brought Kennett into the “Fifth Coolest Small Town in US”, to be featured in Budget Travel magazine.  He also told us that HKS would like more community involvement.  Opportunities for involvement: 1) The HKS Marketing Committee will meet on Wednesday, June 9 at 8:30 am in the HKS conference room at 106 W. State St.  Anyone is welcome to join this “working" committee as we plan the marketing for the rest of the year. 2) The HKS Events Committee will meet on Friday, June 11 at 8:30 a.m. in the
HKS conference room at 106 W. State St.  Anyone is welcome to join this "working" committee as summer, fall and holiday events are planned for 2010 & 11.  

            Email: daveharadon@gmail.com 

Holly Tyson (The Land Conservancy for SCC) told us that there is an opportunity to help clean up trails on Wednesday, May 19, 2010 from 10am to 5pm.  This will take place at the Stateline woods Preserve, 814 Merrybell Lane, Kennett Square, PA. 
Holly is also hosting a “Help Rebuild Haiti with a Brunch Celebration!”at her Apartment, 110 W. State St., Kennett on Sunday 5/16/10 from 11am to 4pm.  
Email:  guerillacomposter@gmail.com; Phone:  484-612-8312 RSVP

· Cathy Brison (Kennett Area YMCA) told us about the Kennett Run Charities taking place this Saturday, 5/15/10.  Also, the Anson B Nixon Park will showcase the recreational arenas they have in the park.  Email: Cabrisonmm@aol.com  
· Pam Carter (Chester County Community Foundation & Anson B Nixon Park) told us about the Eagle’s Van coming to La Comunidad Hispana on Tuesday, 05/18/10 to give free eye exams.  She reports that the Concerts in the Park will continue this summer, with many activities planned.  Email:  pam@chescocf.org   
· Stacie Kucera (New ED of Kennett Area Community Services/Food Cupboard) attended the meeting and continues to encourage community donations and participation. 
Email:  Stacie-Kacs@comcast.net
The group then mingled and “bridged.”  Following are the “bridges” that were shared:

· Izzy Gonzalez “bridged” with many community members to reconnect.
· Bob Whitlock “bridged” with Rosemary Malatesta and Brenda Flax around Good Neighbors services.

· Casey Jones “bridged” with PA Farm Workers, UGRR, Anson B Nixon Park and others to include their information on his E-Update.  Feel free to email him with news from non-profits, which he will send out county-wide on a weekly basis.  

Email:  bps461@msn.com
· Denny Van Thuyne also “bridged” with many people around his TBI mission.  He also would like to encourage donation of used bicycle helmets.
· Kecia McMillian “bridged” with several people and has offers of two possible used printers and one TI 8 calculator.  She also was given some possibilities of how to receive funds for the aviation camp scholarship.

· Dave Haradon “bridged” with Rosa Garza Moore and will generate volunteers from three Rotary Clubs to remodel the new Garage Youth Center in West Grove.

· Jessie Cocks “bridged” with Jeff Ostroff around the spirituality workshop on 5/15/10 and with many others, including Roberta Eldridge, who she thinks is “cool”.
· Holly Tyson “bridged” with Kate Uhler around the art/ecology project with Victor and others around the Land Conservancy for SCC.
· Derrick Flax “bridged” with Roberta Eldridge around being mentored in writing and also with Kate Uhler, because of his interest in art.
· Iris Coloma-Gaines “bridged” with Kate Uhler, CATA and Hannah Johnston and Kennett Food Cupboard around services.
· Kate Uhler “bridged” with potential employee for her mother and potential art projects.
· Christine Skrypzak “bridged” with several community members about her services and with Joan Holliday around Chester County Food Bank process.
· Cathy Brison “bridged” with Joan Holliday around community member’s funeral services.
· Theresa Bass “bridged” with Mary Dugan/UGRR, who will help with Historic East Linden Street’s Gala in September 2010.
