Bridging the Community was held on Wednesday, March 10, 2010 at 7pm at the Kennett Police Station, 115 W. State St., Kennett Square, PA 19348.  On a bitter cold eve, sixty-one lively community members were in attendance and joined in the process of “bridging.”  

The plan is to have the next meeting on Wednesday, May 12, 2010 at Upland Country Day School, 420 W. Street Rd. Kennett Square at 7pm.  (A bus will pick up anyone, who would need transportation at the corner of State St. and Broad St., Kennett at  6:45pm)  Confirmation of this site will be announced when notices are sent out in May.
Minutes of Bridging meetings may be accessed on the web site:  www.bridgingcommunity.com or a copy of the minutes is at the Kennett Library.

Tom Hoehle welcomed everyone and gave an overview of the structure of a Bridging meeting.  Tom led us in the Pledge of Allegiance, as we honored the civic site, where we were meeting.  Sarah London (Kennett Square Patrol Officer) told us that they have a new boss, Mayor Matt Fettick and their Police Chief is Edward Zunino.  She spoke highly of both of them.  She told us that the police department has two corporals and eight patrol officers.  She has been with the force since July 2009 and is enjoying serving the community. 

Joan Holliday gave an overview of the framework for Bridging and Jeanne Searer shared the guiding principles.  The overall context is our living philosophy, reflected by our land's energy - peaceful, progressive, inclusivity.  “Bridging” reflects this living philosophy.  Each person received a copy of the article---“A Town’s Living Philosophy-Bridge to Community Potential” from The Path of Potential—Becoming.  (Web site:  www.pathofpotential.org)
New attendees introduced themselves:

· Briana Rivera (KHS Hermanita) introduced her “Sisters/Hermanitas”---Sandra Rodriquez, Monserrat Vazquez, Lupe Cerrato, Estefani Gonzalez, Lupita Juarez, and Sonia Castano.  Laura Rodriquez (Delaware Community College Freshman) explained that the Hermanitas represent a branch of MANA/Mexican-American Women’s National Association, whose mission is to help provide empowerment and educational opportunities for young Mexican American women.  They offered their volunteer help to any community effort, which needs their assistance.  Briana Rivera’ Email:  brianna.rivera22@yahoo.com and Laura Rodriquez’s Email:  rdrgzsandra@aol.com
· Laura Gonzalez (Anthropologist/PhD Student at IUP) told us about the research project she is working on studying trans-national communities in the area of mental health.  Email:  gnzlzlr@bcglobal.net
· Stacie Kucera (New ED of Kennett Area Community Services/Food Cupboard) told us that she is happy to be involved in the community and looks forward to carrying on the good work of Sandy Reynolds, previous ED.  Email:  StacieKucera@gmail.com
· Lauren Meyers (KHS 2006 Graduate and currently Penn State Student) is doing an internship at The Garage Youth Center.  Email:  LAM5134@psu.edu
· Joan Buck (Teacher at Mary D Lang) is interested in learning more about the community.

· Stephanie Taylor (Jennersville Community Outreach/Scholarships) came to learn about how Bridging meetings work.  Email:  staylor@ymcabwv.org
· Eleanor Thomforde (Board Member of Community Gardens of Chester County) told us that Susan Goldsworthy has returned from her Peace Corps involvement in Malawi, South Africa and is back to building communities through gardening.  
· Susan Goldsworthy thanked Bridging the Community participants for their great help with sending yarn, knitting needles and toothbrushes to Malawi South Africa.  She gave a special thanks to Esther Rochester, who led the effort.  She also told us about the workshop at the Anson B Nixon Park on 4/18/10 from 3-5pm to learn how to create HERB-AND (Urban) Containers.  Email for Susan:  Stargazers17@gmail.com
· John McKean (Habitat for Humanity) was invited to attend by Phil Gilbert.  He would like to explore ways their organization could help the community.  Email:  john@hfhcc.org
· Nancy Cotter (Chief Executive Officer Coalition Partnerships Director) told us about her new non-profit---Self Worth Coalition.  She provides credit coaching and financial literacy programs towards empowerment.  Email:  NLCotter@myselfworth.org  and web site:  www.MySelfWorth.org
· Nancy Wykel (Community Member) told us that she is a member of ACTIVATE Kennett Square and promotes developing neighborhood walks for exercise and creating friendly neighborhoods.  She and her husband also have their own building business/Village Builders-- additions and renovations.  She currently started a new part-time job working for Chester County 2020.  Email: wannaw@comcast.net
· Cindy Chadderdon (Community Member) is looking for volunteer opportunities, which speak to her heart.  Email:  cinzin@verizon.net
· Pastor Peter Abhulimen and Pastor Joseph ((RCCG Victor Life Center) told us about their church services at the Kennett Area Senior Center on Sundays at 4pm.  Their mission is to reach out to the world.  They would like to become more involved with ministry in Kennett Square area. Pastor Peter’s phone:  302-887-0481; Email;  rccgvictorylife@aol.com
Other attendees introduced themselves and made their community offerings and requests:
· Daise Bedolla and Myra Zavala (KHS sophomores) came back to thank Bridging folks, who donated a guitar to Daisy and an electric piano to Mayra, when they requested help in May 2009 meeting.  They both are learning to play their instruments.  They also are members of the Kennett Humanitarian Club and will have a fundraiser on Thursday, 3/18/10 with a student vs. faculty basketball game.  They are collecting used electronics.   Visit Partners in Health web site;  www.standwithHaiti.org  They will also hold a benefit concert on 4/9/10.  Email:  zavalamayra@gmail.com
· Kristen White (Clinical Director) and Tony D’Elia (Administrative Director) came to tell us about The Institute for Behavior Change, which provides behavior support for children of all ages in their homes and schools.  All services are absolutely free regardless of family income.  Phone:  610-382-1432 and web site:  www.ibc-pa.org
· Joan Holliday (Chester County Public Health Nurse) made the announcement for Emily Fero (Villanova Grad Student), who is seeking locations for selling fresh flowers and greeting cards during the month of April to benefit the work of Community Gardens of Chester County.  Email:  Emily.a.fero@gmail.com  Also, Joan told the group about the free conversational Spanish sessions that Millie from the Kennett Library leads on Monday nights at 6:30pm---all are welcome!  Joan’s email:  dochollisv@aol.com
· Lenda Carillo (Kennett Area YMCA Community Outreach) told us about the free YMCA membership that is being offered to 7th graders.  Email: lcarrillo@ymcabwv.org
·  Casey Jones (Transformation Initiative) told us about the weekly E- Update on events in the area impacting individuals and families. For workshop or information for the email announcements please email: bps461@msn.com  He also told us about the PARN network process in Parksburg and the new start-up CARN in Coatesville.
· Holly Favino (AMNION Pregnancy Crises Center) told us about the Chester County Youth Expo, to be held at the Chester County Youth Center in Pocopson on Friday, 3/26/10 from 8:30am to 12:30pm.  Registration for vendors ends 3/15/10.  There also will be two workshops---one on youth suicide and the other on CYF reporting.  

Email: hfavino@amnion.org
· Diane Bove (The Garage Youth Center) told us that they are looking for tutors for all subjects and especially Algebra II, Chemistry, Earth and Space.  They also need tutors for 6th graders doing homework.  Email:  diane.bove@garageyouthcenter.org
· Dave Haradon (Historic Kennett Square) told us that Budget Travel Magazine out of 147 nominations selected 21 towns across the country, to enter into a contest for the “Coolest Small Town”.  Go to:  http://www.tinyurl.com/CoolKennett  to cast your ballot.  Dave’s email:  haradon@chesco.com
· Jessie Cocks (Church of the Open Door) told us about the H.U.B. of Hope HIV/AIDS and its participation in the Coatesville Community Interfaith HIV Summit/National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness on Saturday, March 13, 2010 at Second Baptist Worship Center, 856 Merchant Street, Coatesville, PA 10310 from 8:30am-3:00pm.

To register:  janelind@comcast.net  or contact Jessie at: jessiecocks@verizon.net 

Jessie’s sister has opened a store in Pocopson on Rt. 52 called Garden Time.  Stop in and check it out.  She also reported the Haiti Relief effort at Friends brought in $4,000.   
Jessie told us that Cinco de Mayo will be held on Sunday, May 2nd on the streets of Kennett Square.  The committee needs 30 plus volunteers to help with the youth activities.  Email Patrick Seyler at: pastorjpseyler@verizon.net
· Doug Sterling (Pastor of Bible Methodist Church) told us that the 2nd Saturday of every month from 10am to 2pm they are open to distribute free clothing and to receive donations.  He also told us about the Good Neighbors Repair mission and they are looking for projects for the youth camp the week of 7/18/10.  He and Bob Whitlock invited anyone who would like to participate in the mission of keeping homes, warmer, safer, drier and healthier for qualified homeowners as an expression of faith in Christ.  They need volunteers.  Email:  Stirling@kennett.net
· Carlos Marin (CATA—Farm Workers Union) invited the community to participate in CATA Marches for Immigration Reform in Washington D.C. on Sunday, March 21.  They will provide a bus for transportation.   Email:  catakennettsq@yahoo.com
· Giselle Constantino (BVA) told us that the Polar Plunge on 2/13/10 brought in $12,000 for BVA.  She also has scholarship forms for summer camp for children ages 4-15 years.  There will be the annual Red Clay Valley Clean-Up on 3/27/10.  They need volunteers for Anson B Nixon Park, Kennett Area YMCA and the Ashland Nature Center.

Email: gisellec@bva-rcva.org
· Cathy Brison (MLK Community Advocates) invited community members to attend their meeting 4/8/10 from 5:30pm to 7pm at the Kennett Area Senior Center.  In May they will go back to meeting the first Thursday of the month.  Email: Cabrisonmm@aol.com
· Roberta Constatino (Legal Aid) told us that they help low-income residents with civil issues.  They have a part-time clerical bi-lingual job opening.  Phone:  610-436-4510 
· Jackie Maas (Director of Tick Tock Early Learning Center) told us that the day care is a great place for volunteers from teen to senior.  An opportunity for youth during the summer.   She also told us about the Magical Mystery fundraiser eve on 4/17/10. 

Email: ticktock@kennett.net
· Jeanne Searer (Church of the Advent) told us about the 4pm choir concert that will be presented on 3/14/10 to benefit children with parents in prison.  Jeanne also announced that the Kennett Area Senior Center will hold a 50s’ dance at the Center on 3/20/10 from 6-9pm.  Tickets are $25.  There is Line Dancing on Thursdays from 6:30pm to 8:30pm.  Email: jeannecrew491@hotmail.com 

· Kecia McMillian (PathStone) told us about the after-school program for high-school students---help with homework and planning their future careers.  She is inviting community members to speak to the youth about their personal career.  She told us that the Open House was cancelled because of snow.  They now have a bi-lingual GED, ESL and Computer Classes.  Email:  kmcmillian@pathstone.org and Phone: 610 925 5600. 

· Sandy Reynolds (Previous ED of Kennett Area Community Services) thanked the community for their great participation and support of the agency and the food cupboard.
The group then mingled and “bridged.”  Following are the “bridges” that were shared:
· Tom Hoehle “bridged” with Roberta Constantino to teach a financial class to her ESL class and Laura Gonzalez around the Monday night conversational Spanish session at the library.  Tom expressed appreciation for the “buzz” in the room during “bridging”.

· Casey Jones ‘bridged” with Kathy Hrenko/After the Bell, BVA, Giselle Constatino; Good Neighbors/Doug Sterling; Self Worth Coalition/Nancy Cotter and others to enter their information into his weekly E-Update.

· Pastor Peter “bridged” with a retired minister who does ministry to the brain injured; Casey Jones around E-Update; Doug Sterling around getting involved in Good Neighbors work and Jessie Cocks to attend the H.U.B. of Hope workshop.

· Kathy Hrenko “bridged’ with Holly Favino around signing up to be a vendor at the CC Youth Expo; Lauren Meyers, who will be interviewed as an alumni of After the Bell program; and Cindy Chadderdon, who will volunteer/cooking class for the next After the Bell session.  (Kathy’s email is:  afterthebell@kcsd.org )
·  Rosa Garza Moore (The Garage) “bridged” with Giselle Constatino around BVA summer camp scholarships; Lenda Carillo around 7th grade YMCA scholarships; Cathy Brison around her son becoming a tutor/mentor and with Luis Tlaseca, around the Washington D.C. march and about finding a tutor for Luis’s daughter, 
· Myra Zavala and Daise Bedolla “bridged” with Susan Goldsworthy around organizing a neighborhood vegetable box garden at Stenning Hills. They also ‘bridged” with others around their Haiti fundraiser.  They also “bridged” with Jackie Maas around volunteering at Tick Tock, BVA Clean-up and CATA March, and Cinco de Mayo volunteer sign-up.
·  Rosemary Maletesta “bridged” with Myra and Daise around taking them to free music concerts to share their mutual love of music.

·  Roberta Constatino “bridged” with Laura Gonzalez around presenting to her ESL class; CATA around immigration march, and her sister, Giselle, because they are both so busy.

· Bob Whitlock “bridged” with John McKean around their common interest of home repair and also with Joan Holliday around identifying sites for Good Neighbor brochures for and Casey Jones for E-Update and Nancy Cotter.

· Jessie Cocks “bridged” with Kecia McMillian about sharing Reiki with Pathstone students at Pathstone and talked to interested parties around H.U.B. of Hope
· Giselle Constatino “bridged” with Rosa Garza Moore, Jackie Maas, Joan Holliday, and Linda Carillo around BVA camp scholarships. 

· The MANA/ Hermanitas ‘bridged” around the Red Clay Clean-up, Clothing Closet volunteering, CATA Immigration Reform March; Laura Gonzalez around a visit to IUP; and Cinco de Mayo sign-ups
· Maureen Orlando “bridged” with Kristen Jones around Behavioral Health and Nancy Cotter around the Self Worth Coalition.  She also praised the youth in attendance and reflected on their elementary school days.

· Cathy Brison “bridged” with Esther Rochester around help with health snacks for the Study Buddies.

